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HE  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  came  into  being  on 


X November  26,  191-1,  when  Governor  John  K.  Tener  appointed 
the  five  members  authorized  by  a law  which  he  had  signed  in  July. 
This  instrument  of  legislation  and  the  appointments  made  there- 
under were  culminating  steps  in  a process  which  had  been  long  in 
evolution,  which  were  to  introduce  in  turn  a half  century  of  further 
efforts,  and  which  were  to  be  not  the  least  ot  the  achievements  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Interest  in  Pennsylvania’s  history  began  almost  as  soon  as  Penn’s 
colony.  It  was  manifest  certainly  within  the  first  score  years  of  its 
existence,  but  the  idea  that  government  had  any  responsibility  for 
preserving  it  was  a matter  ol  later  and  slower  growth.  Provision,  often 
inadequate,  was  made  by  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  for  the 
recording  and  the  printing  of  laws,  executive  acts,  and  judicial  deci- 
sions, but  there  was  little  that  was  systematic,  and  early  custodians  of 
records  were  careless,  or  victims  of  the  inadequate  space  allotted  to 
them  in  such  primitive  offices  as  were  established.  I’he  care  or  caprice 
of  embryo  bureaucracy  seem  to  have  been  the  determining  factors  con- 
ditioning whatever  historical  records  survived. 

In  recounting  the  history  of  the  Commission  it  is  fitting  that  we 
celebrate  certain  pioneers  who  paved  the  way  for  it.  As  usual  in  Penn- 
sylvania we  start  with  Benjamin  Franklin.  The  fust  printed  record 
which  later  historians  have  used  is  six  volumes  of  the  Votes  and 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 1682-1776  (Philadelphia,  1752-1776),  printed  and  sold  by 
B.  Franklin  and  D.  Hall.  Ebenezer  Hazard  was  a native  of  Phila- 
delphia who  during  the  Revolution  became  associated  with  what  had 
been  Benjamin  Franklin’s  postal  service  as  its  Surveyor-General.  He 
had  an  interest  in  public  records,  and  as  he  travelled  through  the 
colonies  performing  his  duties  he  began  collecting  such  of  the  widely 
scattered  and  badly  cared-for  documents  as  came  his  way.  He  sought 
to  enlist  the  aid  of  Governor  Thomas  Jefferson  of  Virginia  in  this 
task  and  petitioned  Congress  for  permission  to  copy  official  docu- 
ments and  for  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  to  enable  him  to  do  it. 
Congress  assented.  Though  he  became  Postmaster  General  in  1782, 
his  appointment  was  not  long  continued,  and  he  then  had  leisure  to 


In  the  preparation  of  this  account  I am  much  indebted  to  Mrs.  Dolores  J.  Coffey, 
to  Director  Donald  H.  Kent  of  the  Bureau  of  Research,  Publications,  and  Records, 
and  to  Dr.  S.  K.  .Stevens,  Executive  Director  of  the  Commission.  They  supplied  me 
much  material  and  gave  me  the  benefit  of  their  long  experience. 
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make  use  ol  his  material.  He  finished  the  preparation  of  a two-volume 
work,  Historical  Collections,  which  saw  the  light  in  his  home  city, 
Philadelphia,  in  1792-1794.  These  volumes  included  a variety  of 
sources  relating  to  the  general  colonial  experience  and  only  inci- 
dentally to  Pennsylvania. 

His  interest  was  inherited  Ijy  his  son  Samuel,  who  in  1828  began  the 
weekly  publication  of  certain  selections  from  a wide  variety  of  docu- 
ments and  historical  notices  which  he  called  the  Register  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  able  to  continue  this  for  eight  years  during  which 
sixteen  volumes  appeared.  He  also  published  the  United  States  Com- 
mercial and  Statistical  Register  (1839-1842)  and  later  The  Annals  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  the  Discovery  of  the  Delaware,  1609-1682  (1850) , 
based  in  large  part  on  hitherto  unused  sources  which  he  and  his 
father  had  collected. 

In  the  meantime,  historical  organizations  began  to  appear.  The 
American  Philosophical  Society  had  established  a Committee  of  His- 
tory, Moral  Science  and  Literature:  and  Jefferson,  then  its  President, 
contributed  to  the  Society  a valuable  collection  of  records  connected 
with  the  Lewis  and  Clark  explorations.  In  1824  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania  had  been  lounded  by  men  of  like  interest,  some  of 
whom  were  members  ol  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Two 
of  the  officers  of  the  new  group.  Job  Roberts  Tyson  and  Peter 
Duponceau,  who  was  also  President  of  the  Philosophical  Society,  now 
took  up  the  cause  of  record  collecting  and  publication  and  they,  with 
the  endorsement  of  the  two  societies,  undertook  to  enlist  the  interest 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  1836  Tyson  and  two  associates  petitioned  the  legislature  success- 
fully to  provide  for  the  printing  of  some  of  the  records,  a task  not 
too  difficult  as  Tyson’s  brother  was  chairman  of  the  legislative  com- 
mittee involved.  As  a result  the  Commonwealth  began  publishing  a 
long  series  later  to  be  known  as  Pennsylvania  Archives:  Selected  and 
Arranged  from  Original  Documents  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth , in  various  sequences.  The  first  three  volumes, 
known  as  Colonial  Records,  consisting  of  the  minutes  of  the  Provin- 
cial Council,  were  published,  1838-1840.  This  work,  as  was  often  to 
be  the  case,  before  long  was  interrupted  for  a season.  However,  after 
Samuel  Hazard’s  Annals  had  appeared  in  1850,  Governor  William  F. 
Johnston  commissioned  him  to  carry  on  the  Tyson-Duponceau  project. 
Hazard  reprinted  the  first  three  volumes  of  Colonial  Records  and  then 
completed  this  series  with  thirteen  more  volumes  of  Council  minutes. 
He  also  brought  out  the  first  twelve  volumes  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Archives,  which  appeared  between  1852  and  1856,  including  material 
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dating  from  1664  to  1790.  He  then  managed  the  preparation  of  an 
index  to  the  Colonial  Records  and  his  Archives,  which  was  published 
in  1860  in  a single  volume. 

The  danger  to  the  Capitol  at  Harrisburg  during  the  Civil  War  and 
the  transfer  of  records  to  places  of  greater  safety  interrupted  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Archives.  But  iti  1878  ceitain  repairs  and  alterations 
at  the  Capitol  uncovered  a significant  body  ol  material,  including  the 
lost  minutes  ol  the  board  of  war  and  navy  which  contained  the  record 
of  Pennsylvania’s  participatioti  in  the  Revolution.  The  compilation 
of  a second  series  of  Pennsylvania  Archives  was  undertaken  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  under  the  editor- 
ship of  the  State  Librarian,  Dr.  William  Henry  Egle.  Now  began  an 
outpouring  of  volumes.  The  secoiul  was  followed  by  a third  series, 
concluded  by  Egle’s  successor.  Dr.  George  Edward  Reed.  Eorty-nine 
volumes  thus  were  added  to  the  original  twelve  by  1899. 

The  concern  for  the  safety  and  proper  preservation  of  the  Com- 
monwealth’s records  proved,  however,  to  be  of  slow  growth.  The 
official  custodian  of  the  principal  documents  was  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  But  most  disturbing  was  the  fact  that  so  many  were 
held  by  the  departments  ol  their  origin.  Eew  were  in  places  of  safety 
or  even  in  locations  where  there  was  room  enough.  Too  many  were 
in  garrets  and  cellars  in  danger  from  leaking  roofs  and  faulty  plumb- 
ing and  subject  to  the  destructive  powers  of  rodents  and  other  forms 
of  animal  life,  including  pilfering  humans.  A number  of  State  docu- 
ments appeared  in  book  auctions  and  in  sale  catalogues.  Either  there 
was  a rationalization  that,  since  the  documents  were  now  in  print,  there 
was  no  further  need  to  give  them  space  in  cluttered  offices,  or  perhaps 
some  interested  parties  saw  a chance  for  gain.  Governor  Johnston 
called  attention  to  certain  features  of  this  deplorable  situation  as  early 
as  1851,  and  his  concern  had  been  one  of  the  factors  in  starting  the 
publication  of  Samuel  Hazard’s  series  of  Pennsylvayiia  Archives.  In 
1855  an  act  had  been  passed  providing  for  the  preservation  and  bind- 
ing of  the  manuscripts  printed  in  Hazard’s  volumes  and  their  deposit 
in  the  State  Library. 

In  the  meantime,  the  process  of  historical  organization  had  followed 
in  the  path  first  marked  by  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
County,  church,  and  occasionally  town  and  city  organizations  were 
created.  Then,  under  the  impetus  of  the  years  of  historical  commemo- 
ration from  1876  to  1889,  there  grew  up  a series  of  hereditary  patriotic 
societies  connected  with  the  colonial  and  revolutionary  experience. 
These  groups  stimulated  the  collection,  control,  and  publication  of 
records,  in  part  due  to  interest  in  history  and  in  part  due  to  the  very 
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Members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  gather  on  the  steps  of  the 
Capitol  In  Harrisburg  during  the  Federation's  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  in  Harrisburg,  January 
4,  1912.  In  frant,  left  to  right,  are  the  Rev.  M.  D.  Lichliter;  A.  Fortenbaugh;  Miss  Martha  B. 

Clark;  Miss  Mary  Wright;  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  Librarian;  and  Dr.  S.  P.  Heilman. 

Behind  them  are,  left  to  right,  John  W.  Jordan;  Charles  R.  Roberts;  George  Steinman;  E.  R. 

Huston;  James  M.  Lamberton;  J.  Andrew  Wilt;  Andrew  Sheaber;  Maurice  C.  Eby;  and  Albert 
Cook  Myers. 

practical  need  ol  finding  genealogical  data  to  support  their  claims  of 
descent  from  colonial  and  revolutionary  ancestry. 

Influence  likewise  began  to  mount  up  from  without  the  State.  In 
1899  the  American  Historical  Association  created  an  Archives  Com- 
mission which  began  a series  of  surveys  ol  state  records.  These  were 
printed  in  the  annual  reports  ol  the  Association,  and  one  of  the  first 
of  these  describing  the  situation  in  Pennsylvania  was  published  in 
1901.  This  Association  also  organized  a section  at  its  annual  meeting 
of  1904  to  discuss  Problems  of  State  and  Local  History. 

By  these  and  other  influences  the  State  was  moved  to  new  efforts. 
Appropriations  were  made  in  the  1880’s  and  1890’s  so  that  the  State 
Librarian  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  might  sort,  classify, 
and  better  preserve  the  documents  in  their  custody.  A museum  was 
created.  The  legislature  set  up  a commission  to  study  the  history  of 
the  frontier  forts  of  Pennsylvania  (Act  of  January  29,  1895)  and 
eventually  a report  on  the  Frontier  Forts  was  published  (2  vols.,  Har- 
risburg, 1896).  In  1901  an  act  was  passed  designed  to  encourage  ) 

county  historical  societies  by  authorizing  the  counties  to  make  annual  ^ 

contributions  to  their  support  to  the  extent  of  $200.  The  Common-  | 

wealth  made  a snbstantial  appropriation  to  help  the  Historical  Society  | 

of  Pennsylvania  build  a fireproof  building,  and  later  a similar  gift  to  I 

the  Historical  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 


6 


In  the  meantime  Governor  Hastings  had  revived  the  idea  of  a 
records  building,  a project  first  recommended  l)y  Governor  Thomas 
Mifflin  in  1790,  and  his  warning  w'as  underlined  Ity  disaster.  A hre 
destroyed  much  ol  the  State  Capitol,  though  fortunately  consuming 
few^  documents,  and  a new  structure  had  to  be  built  which  included 
more  ample  facilities.  To  head  the  State  Library,  Governor  Samuel  \V. 
Pennypacker  appointed  Thomas  Lynch  Montgomery,  an  effective 
librarian  interested  in  archives.  Mr.  Montgomery  inaugurated  addi- 
tional series  of  Pennsylvania  Archwes.  Governor  Pennypacker  signed 
into  law  in  1903  an  act  creating  a Division  of  Public  Records  in 
the  State  Library,  with  the  office  ol  Ctistodian  of  Public  Ret  ords  as  the 
forerunner  of  an  archivist,  and  with  an  .Advisory  Committee  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Public  Records. 

In  the  course  of  this  growing  interest  a move  developed  to  create  a 
new  historical  organization,  state-wdde  in  its  membership.  The  His- 
torical Society  of  Pennsylvania,  despite  its  title,  had  consistently 
remained  a Philadelphia  institution.  While  it  collected  material 
from  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  never  met  anywhere  save 
in  Philadelphia,  and  its  officers  and  council  were  almost  exclusively 
Philadelphians.  Some  therefore  began  thinking  in  terms  of  a Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Association  with  headquarters  at  Harrisburg,  but 
others  proposed  that  the  various  county  societies  send  delegates  to  an 
annual  meeting  where  there  might  be  an  exchange  of  experiences. 
Representatives  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Dau- 
phin, Lancaster  and  Washington  County  societies,  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania German  Society  issued  a call  for  delegates  of  the  various 
historical  societies  to  meet  in  Harrisburg,  January  5,  1905,  ’’for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  association  of  said  various  Historical  Societies 
and  to  discuss  ‘the  best  means  of  collecting  the  bibliographical  data 
concerning  the  publications  of  the  respective  Societies  and  individuals 
relating  to  the  History  of  Pennsylvania.’  ” Twenty-eight  delegates 
from  twelve  societies  appeared  and  formed  the  Pennsylvania  Federa- 
tion of  Historical  Societies,  which  proved  to  be  a unique  effort.  This 
was  the  first  of  the  annual  meetings  which  were  to  become  a perma- 
nent feature  of  Pennsylvania  historical  activity.  The  members  of  this 
Federation  were  to  furnish  the  propulsion  necessary  to  achieve  the  Act 
of  1913  creating  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission. 

Out  of  all  this  varied  cumulative  endeavor  arose  the  idea  that  the 
Commonwealth  must  create  an  agency  to  devote  itself  to  promoting 
its  history,  to  see  that  the  public  recognized  its  great  achievements, 
and  to  hasten  the  day  when  an  adequate  account  could  be  written 
not  only  in  extenso  but  in  such  form  that  those  who  ran  might  read. 
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II 

During  the  legislative  session  oi  1913  all  this  cumulation  of  his- 
torical interest  ami  effort  was  to  reach  a significant  goal.  Thomas 
Lynch  Montgomery  hatl  been  a most  effective  State  Librarian.  He  had 
done  much  to  promote  the  publication  ot  new  volumes  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Archives.  He  had  presided  over  the  creation  of  a Division  of 
Public  Records  in  the  State  Library.  He  had  been  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  organizing  and  operating  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical 
Societies.  Now  he  was  advocating  the  creating  of  a State  historical 
commission.  He  enlisted  the  support  of  Senator  Endsley  of  Somerset 
and  Senator  Sproiil  ol  Delaware  County.  Endsley  introduced  a bill 
for  this  purpose  in  the  Senate  and  it  passed  without  opposition.  In 
Jidy,  1913,  Governor  John  K.  Tener  signed  this  Act.  On  November 
26,  he  appointed  the  first  Commission,  William  C.  Sproul  of  Chester, 
a future  governor,  Hampton  L.  Carson  of  Philadelphia,  William  H. 
Stevenson  of  Pittsbtirgh,  George  P.  Donehoo  of  Goudersport,  and 
W.  U.  Hensel  of  Lancaster.  The  Commission  did  not  organize  until 
March  21,  1914,  when  they  met  at  the  Union  League  in  Philadelphia 
and  chose  Mr.  Sproul  as  Chairman.  The  State  Senate  did  not  confirm 
them  until  Eebruary  9,  1915,  but  they  had  already  begun  their  labors. 

The  legislattire  charged  these  commissioners  to  “mark  by  proper 
monuments,  tablets  or  markers,  places  or  buildings,  within  this  com- 
monwealth where  historical  events  have  transpired,  and  . . . arrange 
for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  such  markers  or  monuments.”  The 
Commission  was  also  given  discretionary  authority  to  “undertake, 
within  the  means  at  its  command,  the  preservation  or  restoration  of 
ancient  or  historic  public  buildings,  military  works,  or  monuments 
connected  with  the  history  of  Pennsylvania.”  It  might  accept  gifts  of 
relics  which  were  to  be  deposited  in  the  State  Museum  and  endow- 
ment for  its  work.  The  Governor,  Auditor  General,  and  State  Trea- 
surer might  constitute  a “body  of  trustees  for  the  care  of  such  funds.” 

A room  in  the  Gapitol  was  to  be  set  aside  for  the  Commission’s  use, 
they  might  employ  a curator  at  $1200,  and  a secretary  at  $1000,  and 
.$40,000  was  appropriated  for  their  use  and  support  during  the 
biennium.  When  he  signed  the  act.  Governor  Tener  reduced  the 
appropriation  to  $10,000  “because  of  insufficient  state  revenue.” 

With  this  less  than  munificent  support  the  Commission  started  its 
work  modestly.  Montgomery,  the  State  Librarian,  agreed  to  serve  as 
Curator  without  salary  and  the  Commission  decided  not  to  elect  a 
clerk.  They  would  employ  “and  fairly  compensate”  such  clerical  help 
as  they  might  need  when  the  occasion  required;  the  Commission  was 
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housed  in  the  State  Library.  Having  little  rvith  which  to  work,  they 
decided  to  make  and  publish  a survey  of  the  public  and  private 
memorials  existing  in  the  Commonwealth.  They  would  visit  these 
memorials  to  hnd  out  the  circumstances  of  their  erection  and  the 
nature  of  their  design  and  cost,  inlormation  which  they  could  supply 
to  those  whom  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  enlist  in  creating  similar 
monuments.  They  could  get  in  touch  with  the  various  local  historical 
societies  and  try  to  arouse  their  interest  and  stir  their  enthusiasm. 

Their  visits  to  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  led  them  to 
advise  and  aid  in  marking  sites,  to  participate  in  celebrations,  and  to 
pick  out  locations  for  future  memorials.  Their  early  interests  seemed 
to  be  hxed  on  battlegrounds,  frontier  forts,  and  Indian  sites.  In 
the  first  report,  which  they  published  the  day  after  their  nominations 
were  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  they  printed  a comprehensive  list  of 
monuments,  appropriations  therefor,  sites  marked  by  local  or  private 
enterprise,  and  places  which  should  be  marked. 

The  first  positive  program  of  the  Commission  was  concerned  with 
the  erection  of  markers.  The  initial  event  was  the  dedication  of  six- 
teen tablets  marking  the  various  stages  of  the  Battle  of  Brandywine 
in  a ceremony  graced  by  the  French  Ambassador  and  notable  for  its 
length.  This  occasion  on  September  11,  1915,  was  but  the  first  of 
many.  Over  the  years  more  than  a thousand  markers  have  been  placed 
to  remind  Pennsylvanians  of  their  historic  past. 

A second  phase  of  interest  entered  into  early  was  archeological 
and  anthropological  and  was  concerned  with  the  American  Indians. 
Warren  K.  Moorhead,  a member  of  the  United  States  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners,  was  undertaking  an  exploratory  expedition  in  the 
summer  of  1916  to  discover  the  archeology  of  the  Susquehanna 
Valley.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  George  P.  Donehoo,  who 
was  much  interested  in  anthropology,  became  a member  of  the  expe- 
dition and  a report  by  Moorhead  of  the  1916  expedition  was  printed 
in  the  Second  Report  of  the  Historical  Commission.  This  was  but 
the  first  of  a series  of  such  findings,  which  became  a matter  of  increas- 
ing concern  to  the  Commission.  Such  reports  could  be  published  soon 
because  the  original  act  was  amended  to  permit  the  Commission  to 
“publish  and  republish  . . . matter  of  historical  and  archaeological 
interest,”  and  to  “arrange  for  the  compiling,  editing,  printing  and 
distribution  of  historical  reports  and  the  fruits  of  research,”  and  also 
to  acquire  and  maintain  historic  |)roperties. 

A third  development  in  the  Commission’s  program  was  the  acquisi- 
tion and  preparation  lor  public  visit  of  historical  sites,  occasionally 
in  co-operation  with  some  local  agency.  The  first  acquisition  con- 
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templated  was  the  ancient  powder  magazine,  once  part  of  Fort  Augusta 
in  Sunl)ury,  to  be  followed  by  the  more  ambitious  project  for  the  care 
and  restoration  of  the  religious  community  at  Ambridge  known  as 
"Old  Economy,”  which  had  been  established  by  George  Rapp,  the 
German  religious  leader,  as  a communal  venture  in  1823. 

In  1919  the  Ghairman  of  the  Commission,  William  C.  Sproul,  became 
Governor.  He  continued  his  colleagues  in  office  and  they  made  no  sig- 
nificant changes  in  organization  or  operation,  but  four  years  later 
Gifford  Pinchot  ran  against  the  Republican  organization  in  the  pri- 
maries and  in  the  fall  became  Governor.  He  appointed  a new  Commis- 
sion. Col.  Henry  W.  Shoemaker,  destined  for  a long  association  with 
the  Commission,  became  Chairman  and  Albert  Cook  Myers,  active 
Quaker  historian  and  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  included  among  its  members.  The  form  of  organization 
was  changed.  Myers  was  designated  as  Secretary  but  with  administra- 
tive responsibilities.  He  worked  practically  full  time  on  Commission 
projects.  Also,  the  status  of  the  Commission  was  changed  in  an  admin- 
istrative code  set  up  by  the  Commonwealth  in  1923.  This  code 
deprived  the  Commission  of  its  independent  status  and  made  it  one 
of  the  departmental  administrative  commissions  under  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  and  under  its  fiscal  control.  This  action 
brought  the  Commission  into  closer  association  with  the  State 
.\rchives  and  the  State  Museum,  and  amendments  to  the  .Vdministra- 
tive  Code  in  1927  and  1929  placed  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  the  duty  of  consulting  and  co-operating  with  the  Commis- 
sion in  the  development  of  these  two  historical  agencies.  This  closer 
association  may  have  been  the  first  suggestion  of  the  change  in  Com- 
mission structure  in  1945. 

The  first  Pinchot  Commission,  despite  Myers’  energy,  found  its  activi- 
ties curtailed  by  lack  of  funds.  During  the  first  biennium  it  had  only 
.157500:  and,  though  that  amount  was  increased  to  .1520,000  for  its  final 
two  years,  the  Commissioners  would  have  been  able  to  do  little  of 
what  Myers  projected  had  he  not  gone  out  and  raised  some  $28,000 
from  private  sources.  This  was  expended  in  erecting  some  twenty- 
seven  bronze  tablets,  designed  by  the  architects  Paul  Cret  and  John  F. 
Harbeson,  which  were  generally  mounted  on  substantial  rock  boulders 
or  else  affixed  to  the  walls  of  buildings.  They  marked  sites  connected 
with  William  Penn  or  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  most  of  them  were  dedicated  with  public  ceremonies  described 
in  the  profusely  illustrated  report  of  the  fourth  Commission,  which 
Myers  compiled.  But  in  the  creation  and  dedication  of  these  tablets 
of  remembrance  we  are  told  that  the  Commission  indulged  in  “no 
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The  first  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  appointed  on  November  26,  1913,  met  for 
the  first  time  on  March  21,  1914,  at  the  Union  League  Club  in  Philadelphia  and  chose  State 
Senator  William  C.  Sproul,  later  Governor,  as  its  first  Chairman.  Shown  on  the  steps  of  the 
club  that  day  are,  left  to  right.  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  Librarian,  appointed  by 
the  Commission  as  its  Curator;  W.  V.  Hensel;  Sproul;  George  P.  Donehoo,  Secretary;  W.  H. 
Stevenson,  Treasurer;  and  Hampton  L.  Carson.  The  State  Senate  did  not  confirm  their  ap- 
pointments to  the  Commission,  however,  until  February  9,  1915. 

convivial  junketings  at  public  expense.  Those  upon  whom  the  work 
has  devolved  have  practiced  the  utmost  economy,  even  to  the  point 
of  self-denial.” 

And  then  the  scroll  was  further  unrolled.  One  of  the  inevitable 
characteristics  of  the  government  of  a Commonwealth  which  is  directed 
by  a governor  with  a four-year  term  who  cannot  be  reelected  is  that 
business  at  the  Capitol  tends  to  be  conducted  in  three-  to  four-year 
sections.  Not  too  much  is  undertaken  in  the  last  months  of  each 
administration,  and  then  the  new  administration  takes  some  time  to 
get  started.  It  has  not  been  unusual  to  have  as  much  as  a year  and 
a half  out  of  every  four  devoted  to  marking  time. 

This  was  to  be  particularly  true  in  the  1920’s  and  1930’s.  Governor 
Pinchot  had  been  elected  in  spite  of  other  plans  by  more  conservative 
Republicans,  and  he  had  brought  in  a new  order.  When  his  term 
expired,  his  successor  belonged  to  the  other  faction  and  the  Commis- 
sion was  changed.  When  Governor  Fisher  gave  way.  Governor  Pinchot 
was  elected  a second  time;  and,  at  the  end  of  his  second  term,  the 
Democrats  won  the  Capitol  for  the  first  time  since  1892,  in  the  early 
years  of  the  New  Deal.  Thus  there  were  a series  of  drastic  reorganiza- 
tions in  a relatively  few  years  and  the  work  of  the  Commission,  to 
say  the  least,  lacked  continuity.  Despite  this  cjuadrennial  uncertainty 
in  its  work,  however,  the  Commission  itself  in  this  period  began  to 
develop  some  degree  of  continuity  in  its  membership  and  staff.  Each 

1 1 


new  Commission  had  one  or  more  members  Irom  previous  Commis- 
sions, and  the  nucleus  ol  a relatively  permanent  staff  began  to  appear. 
Although  changes  were  frequent  and  discontinuity  not  unknown,  there 
has  always  been  one  memory  or  more  available  to  assure  basic  con- 
tinuity in  the  develojjment  of  policies  and  programs. 

Miss  Frances  Dorrance,  whom  Governor  Fisher  appointed  to  the 
fifth  Commission,  is  the  outstanding  example  of  this  continuity,  for 
her  service  continued  for  thirty  years.  The  fifth  Commission,  to  be 
sure,  had  no  less  than  four  chairmen  in  four  years.  The  vigorous 
Myers  was  no  longer  a member.  His  successor  as  Executive  Secretary 
was  H iram  H.  Shenk  from  Lebanon  Valley  College,  who  was  to  be- 
come Archivist  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  Frederic  A.  Godcharles, 
State  Librarian,  became  Curator,  just  as  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  one 
of  his  predecessors,  had  been. 

It  was  Miss  Dorrance,  however,  who  pushed  in  new  directions  and 
contributed  much  vigor  and  enterprise.  She  had  a very  decided  in- 
terest in  archeology.  As  Director  of  the  Wyoming  Historical  and 
Geological  Society  she  had  undertaken  to  organize  a survey  of  Indian 
sites  in  Pennsylvania.  While  this  operation  was  developing,  she  had 
sought  to  have  an  archeological  commission  set  up  by  the  Common- 
wealth. This  was  not  accomplished,  but  she  was  appointed  instead 
to  the  Historical  Commission,  which  set  up  an  archeological  committee 
under  her  chairmanship.  This  revived  the  initial  interest  to  which 
Dr.  Donehoo  had  contributed  in  the  Commission’s  early  years.  Miss 
Dorrance  worked  with  the  anthropology  department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  particularly  with  Dr.  Frank  G.  Speck  and  Miss  Gladys 
Tantac|uidgeon,  who  were  authorities  on  the  Delaware  Indians.  The 
Commission  took  over  the  Indian  sites  survey  projected  from  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  retained  staff  to  proceed.  Studies  were  made  of  excavations 
in  the  upper  Delaware  Valley  and  on  Clemson’s  Island  in  Dauphin 
County.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  Pennsylvania  Water  and  Power  Com- 
pany developed  plans  to  build  a power  dam  across  the  Susquehanna 
at  Safe  Harbor.  This  construction  would  inundate  some  unusual 
petroglyphs  (rock  carvings)  of  aboriginal  origin,  but  the  Company 
and  the  Commission  joined  finance  and  force  to  record  and  report  on 
these  valuable  cultural  traces.  While  Miss  Dorrance  was  planning 
the  Indian  sites  survey,  the  Heye  Foundation’s  Museum  of  the  Amer- 
ican Indian  recommended  Donald  A.  Cadzow,  whom  the  Commission 
employed  first  as  advisor  and  then  to  direct  the  Safe  Harbor  project. 
He  was  to  remain  with  the  Commission  for  nearly  thirty  years. 

Three  anniversaries  were  at  hand  in  the  period  of  the  fifth  Com- 
mission and  Miss  Dorrance  undertook  to  direct  their  observance.  One 
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of  these  was  that  of  the  sailing  of  William  Penn  to  America,  another 
was  the  Sullivan  Expedition  against  the  Iroquois  in  1779,  and  a third 
the  Forbes  Clampaign  against  Fort  Duquesne  in  1758.  Miss  Dorrance 
spent  much  of  the  summer  of  1929  in  Fhigland  securing  archival  in- 
formation so  that  preparations  for  these  commemorations  should  be 
exact.  For  the  Sullivan  Expedition’s  anniversary  she  worked  in  co- 
operation with  New  York’s  parallel  observance  and  gathered  numerous 
transcripts  of  letters  and  documents  from  various  depositories  in 
Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  other  states.  This  was  the  (Commission’s 
first  attempt  toward  gathering  sources  for  Pennsylvania  history,  and 
the  Sullivan  Expedition  collection  was  the  nucleus  of  the  Commission’s 
present  research  collections  of  transcripts,  microfilms,  and  photocopies. 
Several  score  more  markers  were  erected  and  a tombstone  inscription 
survey  was  made  by  school  children  in  various  counties. 

It  was  at  this  point  in  its  career  that  the  Commission  perforce 
became  property-minded.  The  early  commissions  had  been  aware  of 
the  possibility  of  such  responsibilities,  but  they  had  not  been  in  a 
position  to  do  much  about  it.  Now  the  legislature  gave  them  new 
charges,  at  Ambridge  and  at  Sunbury— that  is,  at  Old  Economy  and 
at  Fort  Augusta.  The  ancient  community  of  the  Harmony  Society 
established  in  Beaver  County  a century  before  had  gradually  died  out. 
By  1910  it  had  become  apparent  that  it  coidd  no  longer  maintain 
itself,  but  there  were  its  historic  buildings  and  their  interesting  con- 
tents. A history-minded  group  joined  with  the  last  survivors,  and 
quo  warranto  proceedings  in  the  Beaver  County  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  finally  brought  the  property  into  the  possession  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  1916.  After  a period  of  uncertainty  the  buildings  were 
turned  over  to  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  in  1919,  with 
the  Harmony  Society  Historical  Association  as  caretaker.  It  was 
formally  opened  to  the  public  in  1921,  but  the  State  did  not  begin 
to  assume  much  responsibility  until  1929. 

As  early  as  the  days  of  the  first  Commission,  the  State  historical 
body  had  also  become  interested  in  a small  tract  in  Sunbury  where 
the  powder  magazine  of  Fort  Augusta  still  stood,  the  only  remaining 
structure  of  the  frontier  forts.  Various  efforts  were  made  to  have  the 
State  purchase  it,  spurred  on  by  the  D.  A.  R.,  but  this  was  not 
accomplished  until  1920.  Finally  in  1931  a larger  plot  was  acquired 
and  plans  began  to  be  made  for  a reproduction  of  the  fort  on  a 
reduced  scale.  About  the  same  time  the  Commission  acquired  respon- 
sibility for  the  home  of  Conrad  Weiser,  a colonial  Indian  agent,  which 
had  been  developed  as  a park  in  Berks  County  by  the  Conrad  Weiser 
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The  placement  of  historical  markers  was  one  of  the  principal  activities  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission  cfuring  its  early  period.  Here,  members  of  the  Commission,  members 
of  the  Northumberland  County  Historical  Society,  and  guests  gather  for  the  dedication  of 
the  Captain  John  Brady  marker  in  East  Lewisburg,  September  22,  1928. 

Memorial  Association.  The  legislature  now  added  this  park  to  the 
Commission’s  domain. 

A new  development  in  the  Commission  occurred  in  1931  when  it 
turned  its  attention  for  the  first  time  away  from  the  frontier  to  the 
Commonwealth’s  economic  growth.  The  American  Petroleum  Insti- 
tute had  undertaken  to  memorialize  the  great  development  started 
by  Drake’s  successful  oil  well  near  Titusville,  and  had  created  a monu- 
ment there  which  was  to  include  a museum  and  library.  About  the 
same  time  Mrs.  Margaret  Buckingham,  one  of  the  heiresses  of  the 
Coleman  interests  at  Cornwall  Furnace  in  Lebanon  County,  offered 
this  important  early  charcoal  iron  furnace  to  the  Commonwealth 
with  an  endowment  to  maintain  it.  The  legislature  authorized  the 
Commission  to  accept  these  industrial  monuments  in  1931.  As  there 
was  some  doubt  about  the  desirability  of  so  much  property,  the  sixth 
Commission,  in  a rather  fruitless  gesture,  secured  the  transfer  of  the 
Conrad  Weiser  and  Drake  Well  parks  to  the  Department  of  Forests 
and  Waters. 

Albert  Cook  Myers  returned  as  Secretary  to  the  sixth  Commission, 
Miss  Dorrance  was  reappointed,  and  Ross  Pier  Wright  of  Erie  began 
his  fourteen  years’  service  in  promoting  historical  and  archeological 
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research.  It  was  during  the  life  of  the  sixth  Commission  that  its  work 
was  produced  upon  a new  stage.  In  1931  an  elaborate  new  Education 
Building  was  finished  at  the  Capitol  and  the  offices  of  the  Commission 
were  established  there  under  its  Executive  Secretary,  Hiram  H.  Shenk. 
The  State  Library  and  its  Division  of  .\rchives  were  likewise  in  this 
building.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  James  N. 
Rule,  became  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  and  its  meetings  were  now 
held  in  his  elaborate  offices. 

Its  chief  interest  was  to  be  the  anniversary  of  the  creation  of  Penn’s 
colony.  The  legislature  had  at  last  begun  to  be  generous  and  had 
appropriated  $51,000  for  the  Commission’s  general  operations,  $50,000 
for  the  Penn  celebration,  and  $5,000  for  publication.  The  depression, 
however,  exacted  its  toll  and  much  of  the  general  budget  had  to  be 
diverted  for  rebel.  Then  the  courts  found  the  Penn  Commemoration 
appropriation  act  unconstitutional  and  that  fund  disappeared.  To- 
ward the  end  of  its  term  the  Commission  even  stopped  meeting. 
Despite  these  disappointments,  .Albert  Cook  Myers  and  a general  com- 
mittee of  the  Commemoration,  organized  largely  in  Philadelphia  under 
his  energetic  promotion,  raised  money  enough  to  present  an  elaborate 
series  of  exercises  in  October,  1932. 

Indeed  the  new  departure  which  attracted  the  greatest  public  atten- 
tion in  this  period  was  stimulated  by  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Penn’s  colony.  In  the 
course  of  the  celebration  the  Commonwealth  was  reminded  that 
William  Penn  had  once  built  a manor  house,  Pennsbury,  on  the  Dela- 
ware near  Tullytown.  The  site  of  this  house  was  offered  to  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  made  staff 
available  to  join  with  the  Commission’s  archeologist  in  excavating 
the  foundations.  The  legislature  authorized  acceptance  of  the  site 
and  there  began  plans  to  re-create  the  historic  structure. 

Another  of  Myers’  many  interests  brought  the  Commission  into 
contact  with  another  tangential  development.  During  1928  he  had 
served  as  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  So- 
cieties and  had  appointed  a committee  to  survey  the  Needs  of  Penn- 
sylvania History.  The  chairman  of  this  committee  and  its  secretary 
met  with  the  Commission  in  November  of  that  year  and  received  its 
endorsement.  It  presented  its  first  report  to  the  Federation  at  its 
meeting  in  January,  1929,  and  sent  a copy  to  the  Commission.  .Among 
its  proposals,  the  committee  recommended  that  the  Federation  ally 
itself  with  the  educational  forces  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  it  pro- 
mote the  teaching  of  Pennsylvania  history  in  the  schools,  and  that  the 
historians  of  the  State’s  universities  and  colleges  teach  and  w'rite  more 
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in  this  field.  Directors  of  graduate  schools  were  asked  to  make  assign- 
ment ol  local  history  stiulics  in  seminars  and  even  as  topics  lor  masters’ 
and  doctors’  theses. 

.Almost  simultaneously  a new  enthusiasm  developed  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh area.  Prolessor  John  W.  Oliver  came  to  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  Irom  Indiana  and  became  the  spearhead  ol  a project  which 
resulted  in  a union  ol  interest  ol  the  University  and  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  This  with  the  financial  support  of 
the  Buhl  Foundation  resulted  in  the  organization  ol  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey.  Dr.  Solon  F.  Buck  was  brought  in 
Irom  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society  and  the  University  ol  Minnesota 
to  manage  this. 

Something  new  was  about  to  happen  as  for  the  first  time  a group  of 
university  and  college  historians  was  seeking  to  find  a place  in  the 
historical  sun  ol  the  Commonwealth.  At  first,  they  undertook  to 
persuaile  the  Federation  to  admit  individual  members  and  representa- 
tives from  university  and  college  history  departments,  as  well  as  his- 
torical societies,  and  they  drafted  amendments  to  the  Federation 


This  building,  located  beside  the  State  Capitol  in  Harrisburg  and  familiar  to  many  thousands 
of  visitors  as  the  Pennsylvania  State  Museum,  was  vacated  in  December,  1964,  when  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  moved  to  the  new  William  Penn  Memorial 
Museum  and  Archives  Building. 
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constitution  to  that  end.  When  this  pro}X)sal  failed  to  win  approval, 
they  decided  to  strike  out  for  an  organization  of  another  sort.  Many 
states  had  historical  associations  made  up  of  individuals,  not  societies, 
which  held  meetings  all  over  the  State  and  supported  journals.  The 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  had  been  founded  in  1824  with 
that  purpose  in  mind  and  it  did  have  an  excellent  journal,  but  it  had 
become  Philadelphia-oriented,  meeting  only  in  that  city  and  having 
only  Philadelphians  as  officers  and  councilors.  Moreover,  its  most 
important  function  had  become  the  care  of  the  marvelous  treasures 
of  manuscripts  and  other  sources  it  had  accumulated  through  its  long 
years  of  existence— a held  in  which  it  rendered  an  incomparable  ser- 
vice to  historical  scholarship. 

In  April,  1932,  an  informal  gathering  of  historians  met  at  Penn  State 
at  the  invitation  of  Professor  Asa  E.  Martin  of  the  history  department 
and  talked  the  whole  matter  out  frankly  and  freely.  Their  conclusion 
was  that  no  existing  historical  agency  could  meet  the  cumulating 
needs.  If  Pennsylvania  were  to  have  an  adequate  State  history  and 
if  it  were  to  be  taught  properly,  there  must  be  a new  organization. 

As  a result  of  this  meeting,  a call  was  issued  for  a historical  con- 
vention to  be  held  at  Penn  State  in  September  to  form  a Pennsylvania 
Historical  Association;  Miss  Dorrance  took  charge  of  arranging  the 
program.  Through  her  interest  the  Commission  appropriated  sufficient 
funds  to  take  care  of  the  invitations  and  the  printing  costs.  The  As- 
sociation w'as  born  with  the  blessing  and  the  material  aid  of  the 
Commission,  and  those  interested  came  from  various  parts  of  the  State. 
The  temporary  officers  then  chosen  arranged  for  a meeting  at  Lehigh 
University  for  April,  1933,  and  invited  membership.  Everything  went 
off  according  to  schedule,  the  Association  came  into  being,  established 
its  journal,  Pennsylvania  History,  and  began  annual  meetings  in  various 
sections  of  the  Commonwealth.  Its  first  president  was  A.  Boyd  Hamil- 
ton, sometime  member  and  chairman  of  the  Historical  Commission, 
and  Miss  Dorrance  was  one  of  its  most  enthusiastic  backers,  who  kept 
its  program  before  the  Commission. 

Erom  1913  to  1935,  thus,  the  story  was  one  of  small  beginnings  and 
slight  support.  There  was  a sense  that  too  few  people  were  interested 
to  secure  the  political  backing  necessary.  Much  had  seemed  to  go 
wrong  with  the  work  of  these  early  commissions,  but  despite  these 
difficulties  and  frustrations  their  accomplishments  were  notable,  not 
so  much  because  of  their  depth  as  because  of  their  breadth.  They 
were  innovators  and,  within  the  limits  of  their  resources,  they  fore- 
shadowed in  broad  outline  what  the  historical  agency  of  the  Com- 
monwealth should  do. 
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Ill 

Jn  the  mid-1930’s  the  recent  shock  to  the  nation’s  economy  produced 
a decided  change  in  the  resources  and  operations  ot  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission.  The  hnancial  crash  ol  1929  had  precipitated 
the  political  change  known  as  the  New  Deal,  which  arrived  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  ftdl  strength  alter  the  election  ol  1934.  Here  the  interval 
in  Commission  activity  was  unusually  long,  and  a new  Commission 
was  not  appointed  and  organized  until  1936.  Ross  Pier  Wright  was 
reappointed  Irom  the  previous  Commission,  and  the  new  Chairman 
was  Frank  W.  Melvin,  Esq.,  a historically-minded  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  bar,  who  had  long  been  active  in  historical  organizations 
and  was  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  So- 
cieties at  that  time.  The  other  members  were  Miss  M.  Atherton 
Leach,*  the  leading  genealogist  of  the  State;  Bruce  A.  Hunt,  a news- 
paper editor;  and  Professor  Paul  W.  Gates  of  Bucknell  University. 
This  last  appointment  established  a precedent,  generally  adhered  to 
since  that  time,  that  a member  of  the  teaching  profession  should  be 
included. 

Chairman  Melvin  not  only  had  ideas  ol  his  own  but  he  was  vigorous 
in  pushing  those  ol  others,  and  he  was  tireless  in  promoting  the  projects 
of  the  seventh  Commission.  It  was  in  no  small  part  due  to  his  efforts 
that  the  legislature  was  more  generous  in  support  than  any  of  its 
predecessors.  For  the  1937-1939  biennium  it  granted  appropriations 
amounting  to  .|55,00()  for  general  budget,  $100,000  to  hnance  the  State 
celebration  of  the  sesqtucentennial  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  $40,000  for  commemorating  the  three  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Swedes. 

The  new  Commission  decided  that  it  should  increase  its  historical 
work,  for  which  it  needed  a larger  staff.  Donald  A.  Cadzow  continued 
as  anthropologist  for  the  archeological  work  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Commission’s  properties,  and  a professional  historian  was  ap- 
pointed. After  a brief  period  of  service,  Charles  |.  Dutton  was  suc- 
ceeded in  October,  1937,  by  Professor  S.  K.  Stevens  of  the  history 
department  of  Penn  State,  who  had  been  active  in  the  founding  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association.  He  began  a notable  career 
with  the  Commission  which  fortunately  still  continues.  He  was  to 
supply  talent,  vigor,  and  ingenuity  which  have  been  remarkable. 


* Dr.  Solon  J.  Buck  of  the  Western  I’ennsylvania  Historical  Survey  was  the 
original  appointee,  but  he  was  almost  immediately  named  to  the  staff  of  the  new 
National  Archives  and  Miss  Leach  took  his  place. 
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Members  of  the  fifth  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  appointed  by  John  S.  Fisher, 
Governor  from  1927  to  1931,  make  an  inspection  trip.  From  left  to  right  are  Robert  M.  Ewing; 
Mrs.  Frank  B.  Black;  Miss  Frances  Dorrance;  Donald  A.  Cadzow,  State  Archaeologist,  later 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Historical  Commission,  and  then  Executive  Director  of  the  Historical 
and  Museum  Commission;  Dr.  John  Baer  Stoudt;  and  Hiram  H.  Shank,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Commission. 

Cadzow  was  soon  designated  State  Anthropologist  and  Stevens  State 
Historian. 

The  Commission  also  began  to  develop  a competent  and  devoted 
office  staff,  which  was  important  for  its  successful  progress.  The  longest 
continuous  service  has  been  that  of  Mrs.  Dolores  J.  Coffey,  who  became 
Secretary  to  the  State  Historian  about  this  time  and  continued  with 
Dr.  Stevens  when  he  became  Executive  Director.  As  his  secretary  she 
handled  most  of  the  business  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  ol  His- 
torical Societies  and  served  as  its  Assistant  Treasurer  for  many  years 
until  her  retirement  in  1966.  Her  contribution  to  the  work  of  the 
Commission  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

Members  of  the  seventh  Commission  extended  the  influence  of  their 
office  to  strengthen  historical  organization  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth. Ross  Pier  Wright  had  become  the  first  treasurer  of  the 
Association,  and  still  holds  that  office  thirty-four  years  later,  while  its 
first  secretary.  Dr.  Paul  W.  Gates,  was  also  a member  of  the  Commis- 
sion. These  men  and  Miss  Leach  shared  another  concern.  The 
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Federation  of  Historical  Societies  had  never  secured  any  resources  and 
carried  on  in  a very  restricted  fashion.  The  Commission  desired  to 
stimulate  its  activities  by  providing  it  with  a headquarters,  which  it 
had  never  had  before.  By  agreement  between  the  Federation  and  the 
Commission,  Dr.  Stevens  Itecame  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Fed- 
eration, and  has  since  continued  in  that  post  to  give  effective  direction 
to  its  activities.  He  developed  an  interesting  quarterly  article  in 
Pennsyli’cinia  History,  the  journal  of  the  Association,  with  “News  and 
Comment”  on  historical  society  affairs  and  other  historical  activities  to 
keep  the  societies  and  the  historians  informed  and  aware  of  their  com- 
mon interests.  As  Dr.  Stevens  continued  active  in  the  Association, 
Eventually  becoming  its  President  and  thus  a permanent  member  of  its 
Council,  the  liaison  has  always  been  close,  and  Commission,  Federation, 
and  Association  have  functioned  closely  together. 

The  celebration  of  the  anniversaries  in  1937  and  1938  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Swedish 
settlements  expanded  the  activity  of  the  Commission,  backed  by  the 
new  appropriations.  Educational  material  for  the  schools  was  prepared 
and  a parcel  of  land  on  the  Delaware  acquired  on  which  the  first 
Swedish  habitation  had  been  located.  This  became  Governor  Printz 
Park.  Likewise  the  Commonwealth  act|uired  the  site  of  the  birthplace 
of  Daniel  Boone  and  the  building  thereon,  and  this  was  turned  over 
to  the  Commission.  The  task  of  the  reconstruction  of  Perry’s  flagship, 
the  “Niagara,”  at  Erie  was  transferred  to  the  Commission  to  complete. 
The  most  elaborate  responsibilities  of  the  Commission  in  the  field  of 
properties,  however,  were  Old  Economy  and  Pennsbury.  At  the  latter 
site,  the  re-creation  of  William  Penn’s  manor  house  was  undertaken. 
Efforts  also  were  started  to  acquire  the  ancient  buildings  of  the 
Ephrata  Cloister  group  constructed  originally  by  German  Seventh  Day 
Baptists  in  Lancaster  County. 

At  this  time  new  resources  were  made  more  available  to  the  Com- 
mission. The  General  State  Authority  in  Harrisburg  and  various  New 
Deal  agencies  such  as  the  WPA  and  the  NYA  now  began  to  supply 
money,  management,  and  manpower  for  work  on  various  historical 
projects.  The  General  State  Authority  undertook  much  needed  repairs 
at  Old  Economy,  and  a WPA  Museum  Extension  project  was  set  up 
to  work  there  on  the  thousands  of  Harmony  Society  relics  and  manu- 
scripts so  that  they  could  be  properly  controlled  and  exhibited.  The 
Daniel  Boone  Birthplace  was  developed  by  the  NYA  into  a youth 
hostel  and  scout  recreational  center.  Most  ambitious  was  the  re- 
creation of  Pennsbury  Manor  at  a building  cost  of  $238,000,  supplied 
by  the  General  State  Authority.  WPA  historical  projects  were  spon- 
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sored  by  the  Commission  in  all  but  six  or  seven  counties  in  the  State, 
with  a million  and  a cjuarter  dollars  expended  between  1935  and  1939. 

Most  ambiticms  ol  all  were  these  histcrrical  projects  which  were 
eventually  consolidated  to  lorm  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey. 
The  most  extensive  was  the  Historical  Records  Survey,  a nation-wide 
project  which  arose  out  ol  a proposal  made  by  Protessor  Francis  S. 
Philbrick  of  the  University  ol  Pennsylvania  in  1934.  In  Pennsylvania 
Dr.  Curtis  W.  Carrison  ol  the  Library  ol  Congress,  recently  appointed 
State  Archivist,  became  its  first  Director,  and  in  1939  the  Historical 
Commission  became  its  s])onsor.  This  great  survey  and  inventory 
project  brought  together  a vast  amount  of  information  regarding  the 
sources  of  Pennsylvania  history.  Holdings  ol  Pennsylvania  newspapers 
were  surveyed,  county  records  were  inventoried,  and  there  were  similar 
surveys  of  church  records,  ol  the  manuscript  collections  of  historical 
societies  and  other  depositories,  and  ol  .American  imprints.  Extensive 
inventories  were  made  and  published,  some  ol  them  started  by  the 
sixth  Commission  under  the  stimulus  of  the  .American  Library  As- 
sociation and  the  Pennsylvania  Library  .Association.  The  Survey  also 
made  possible  the  publication  of  a Guide  to  the  Manuscript  Deposi- 
tories in  Pennsylvania,  an  inventory  of  church  records,  another  of 
American  imprints,  and  a series  of  inventories  of  county  archives 
culminating  in  County  Government  and  Archives  in  Pennsylvania. 
This  work  also  made  it  possible  to  establish  better  control  of  the 
Commonwealth’s  scattered  archives.  Dr.  Carrison,  as  State  .Archivist, 
in  1933  undertook  to  plan  the  publication  by  the  State  of  two  more 
series  of  Pennsylvania  Archives  before  his  short  service  ended  in  1936. 

Another  historical  survey  was  the  so-called  Erie  project  dealing  with 
the  early  history  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  One  of  the  first  official 
historical  interests  of  Pennsylvania  had  been  its  frontier  forts  as 
evidenced  by  the  survey  made  and  published  in  the  last  years  ol  the 
nineteenth  century.  Later,  when  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Survey  had  been  set  up,  its  directors  had  undertaken  the  preparation 
of  various  works  on  the  frontier  history  of  this  region  and  had  set  up 
a study  centering  in  Pittsburgh  which  included  historical  and  arche- 
ological research  and  the  transcribing  and  publishing  of  documentary 
material.  However,  as  this  effort  was  focused  largely  on  Pittsburgh 
and  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  the  Commission  thought  that  attention 
should  be  given  to  similar  frontier  development  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  Commonwealth.  .A  WT.A  F’rontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey 
of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  was  developed  for  this  purpose  with 
its  headquarters  at  Erie.  Indian  sites  were  excavated,  and  locations 
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The  first  aluminum  markers  to  be  erected  under  the  new  historical  marker  program  of  the 
Commission  were  placed  near  Harrisburg  in  1946.  Inspecting  one  of  the  first  are  Commissioners 
Charles  G.  Webb;  James  H.  Duff,  Chairman,  and  later  Governor;  and  Thomas  F.  Murphy. 


of  the  chain  of  frontier  forts  and  the  Venango  trail  were  explored. 
Extensive  surveys  for  documentary  material  were  made  in  Library  of 
Congress  photocopies  of  material  from  British  and  French  archives, 
similar  searches  were  made  in  Pennsylvania  libraries,  and  a huge 
collection  of  transcripts  and  translations  was  prepared.  A series  of 
mimeographed  volumes  of  source  material  was  issued,  notably  the 
Papers  of  Col.  Henry  Bouquet.  At  length  in  January,  1941,  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  and  the  Frontier  Forts  and  Trails  Survey 
were  consolidated  with  the  Writers  Project  and  various  smaller  op- 
erations into  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey,  which  continued 
until  the  end  of  WPA  in  1942.  This  was  not  really  the  end  of  the 
productive  results  from  this  work,  however,  for  the  Commission  fell 
heir  to  most  of  the  transcripts,  notes,  raw  inventories,  and  drafts  of 
manuscripts  prepared  by  these  projects,  and  they  remain  in  its  his- 
torical collections  for  use  in  research. 
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The  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  Commissions  worked  in  greater 
continuity  than  sometimes  had  been  the  case.  Ross  Pier  Wright  was 
reappointed  to  the  eighth  Commission  and  became  Chairman,  and  Miss 
Dorrance  returned.  Donald  A.  Cadzow,  the  State  Anthropologist,  was 
made  Executive  Secretary  and  the  State  Historian,  S.  K.  Stevens,  had 
a freer  hand  in  the  historical  held.  Donald  H.  Kent,  who  had  been 
historian  of  the  Erie  project,  was  added  to  the  Commission  staff  to 
assist  in  building  up  a program  of  historical  publications,  and 
Claude  E.  Schaeffer  was  appointed  to  assist  in  the  archeological  pro- 
gram. The  Commission  undertook  to  extend  its  influence  by  arranging 
sound  recordings,  radio  broadcasts,  and  newspaper  releases;  a larger 
series  of  pamphlets  was  printed  for  distribution  in  the  schools  and 
among  the  general  public.  Likewise  a series  of  studies  was  begun 
publishing  authoritative  information  on  the  political,  economic,  and 
archeological  history  of  the  Commonwealth.  W^hen  the  Second  WMrld 
War  broke  out,  the  State  Council  of  Defense  designated  the  Commis- 
sion as  the  agency  to  collect  and  preserve  materials  related  to  Penn- 
sylvania’s part  in  the  war.  This,  too,  resulted  in  publications. 

The  possibility  of  further  work  in  the  schools  was  developed  in 
co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  stimu- 
lated by  the  requirement  of  courses  in  United  States  and  Pennsylvania 
history  in  the  State’s  educational  program.  A series  of  chapters  of 
Junior  Historians  was  organized  in  the  schools  in  various  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth,  interesting  thousands  of  school  children  in  State  and 
local  history.  Despite  changes  in  political  administration,  the  con- 
tinuity of  the  Commission’s  programs  was  maintained.  Appropriations 
were  increased.  New  historic  properties  were  acquired.  The  quarters 
of  the  Commission  were  enlarged  by  transferring  its  offices  to  the 
State  Museum  building.  A larger  staff  increased  the  Commission’s 
work  and  its  influence  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  The  celebra- 
tion of  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  ^Vhlliam  Penn’s  birth  in  1944 
marked  another  advance  in  historical  thinking  and  implementation. 
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IV 

In  1945,  the  Historical  Commission  entered  a decidedly  new  phase 
of  its  career.  Its  1 unctions  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
seemed  inappropriate  to  continue  it  as  set  up  by  the  Administrative 
Code  ol  1923,  namely  as  a unit  in  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. Governor  Edward  Martin,  wlio  had  mucli  appreciation  for  the 
\alue  ot  history,  lelt  that  the  State  historical  agency  should  be  more 
than  a departmental  administrative  commission  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  and  that  it  should  be  given  independent  status. 
While  some  Superintendents  ol  Public  Instruction  had  shown  much 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Commission,  it  tvas  necessarily  only  a 
diversion  Irom  their  major  responsibilities,  and  the  need  of  obtaining 
approval  for  any  action  Irom  both  the  Commission  and  the  Depart- 
ment became  increasingly  irksome  to  the  Commission  and  bothersome 
to  the  Department  as  the  scope  of  the  Commission’s  activities  ex- 
panded. Besides,  there  were  two  otlier  agencies  which  had  decidedly 
historical  interests,  the  State  Musetim  and  the  Archives  Division  of 
the  State  Library.  Their  activities  and  their  budgetary  needs  could 
and  did  overlap  and  conllict.  The  result  was  the  enactment  of  legis- 
lation creating  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission 
as  an  independent  agency  reporting  directly  to  tlie  Governor.  This 
merged  the  Historical  Commission,  the  Archives,  and  the  Museum. 
The  membership  ol  the  new  Commission  was  to  be  not  five  but  nine, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  as  an  ex  officio  member 
was  to  represent  the  interest  ol  educators  in  the  historical  agency. 

Governor  Martin  appointed  an  outstanding  group  of  members  to 
his  new  Commission.  His  Attorney  General,  James  H.  Duff,  was  named 
Chairman.  Miss  Dorrance  and  Dr.  Francis  B.  Haas,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  maintained  continuity  with  the  previous  Com- 
mission. The  new  members  included  the  Director  of  the  Historical 
Society  ol  Pennsylvania,  Richartl  Norris  ^Vhlliams,  2d:  two  distin- 
guished lawyers,  Charles  J.  Biddle  and  Charles  G.  Webb;  two  news- 
paper publishers,  Thomas  Murphy  atul  Edgar  T.  Stevenson;  and 
.\.  .Atwater  Kent,  Jr.,  well-known  for  his  museum  interests.  Gadzow 
was  named  at  first  .Acting  Executive  Director  and  then  Executive  Di- 
rector, and  Stevens  State  Historian,  with  Donald  H.  Kent  as  his 
associate. 

The  new  Commission  was  to  carry  on  the  accustomed  responsibilities 
ol  the  original  body.  There  were  markers  and  projierties,  historical 
and  archeological  research.  The  list  of  publications,  scholarly  and 
popular,  was  to  be  increased,  ranging  from  information  pamphlets 
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and  folders  to  guides  and  historical  luonographs:  in  this  latter  series 
the  new  Commission  continued  publishing  <i  group  ol  monographs 
developing  a comprehensive  political  history  of  the  Commonwealth 
down  to  1877.*  Information  was  to  be  supplied  to  the  public  and  to 
the  schools.  There  was  to  be  guidance  to  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Historical  Societies  and  the  funior  Historians,  co-operation  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Asscrciation,  and  a closer  link  with  the 
Historical  Societ\  ol  Pennsvh  ania,  which  was  now  represented  on 
the  Commission. 

The  first  acti\  ity  ol  the  new  Commission  was  a spurt  in  the  erection 
of  historical  markers  of  a new  type.  No  longer  were  they  bronze 
plaques  on  boulders;  now  they  were  eye-catching  blue  and  gold  alumi- 

* Begun  on  tlie  initiative  of  Dr.  Ron  f.  Nichols,  while  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mission.—£dt7or. 


An  old  grist  mill  from  Centre  County  was  one  of  the  exhibits  which  attracted  attention  in 
the  old  State  Museum  during  the  1940's. 
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num  markers  which  were  set  up  literally  by  the  hundreds  along  the 
highways. 

The  historical  properties  demanded  much  attention.  There  was 
Pennsbtiry  to  be  iurnished.  In  its  final  years  the  old  Commission  had 
made  a brave  start  on  this,  despite  the  constant  lailure  of  the  Depart- 
ment ol  Property  and  Supplies  to  tinderstand,  much  less  appreciate, 
the  intricacies  of  procuring  seventeenth-century  furniture  in  the  an- 
tique market.  There  was  the  good  ship  “Niagara'’  to  be  rigged,  a 
problem  made  difficult  because  no  firm  decision  had  been  made  where 
to  keep  her.  Friends  of  Old  Economy  still  clamored  for  full  restoration 
and  the  Daniel  Boone  property  must  be  further  developed  if  it  were 
to  fulfill  its  functions  for  youth.  Then  there  was  the  Ephrata  Cloister, 
where  an  exacting  restoration  plan  was  in  its  early  stages,  while 
Governor  Printz  Park,  Fort  Augusta,  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  and  Pottsgrove 
Mansion  also  required  development  and  maintenance.  The  Morton 
Flouse  in  Delaware  County,  which  had  been  restored  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Forests  and  Waters,  was  transferred  to  the  Commission  in  1939; 
Drake  Well  Park  came  back  from  that  Department  in  1943,  and 
Conrad  Weiser  Memorial  was  returned  in  1953.  Cadzow  and  his 
successor  as  Executive  Director  were  to  have  a major  management 
problem  on  their  hands,  particularly  as  the  legislature  eventually 
added  many  more  properties:  Admiral  Peary  Park,  1945;  Warrior  Run 
Church,  1949;  Brown’s  Mill  School,  1955;  Captain  Phillips’  Rangers 
Memorial,  1956;  Searights  Toll  House,  1957;  Graeme  Park,  1957; 
David  Bradford  House,  1957;  28th  Division  Shrine,  Boalsburg,  1957; 
Hope  Lodge,  1959;  Joseph  Priestley  House,  1960;  Tuscarora  Academy, 
1962;  Pithole  City,  1964;  Old  Custom  House  and  Cashier’s  House  at 
Erie,  1965;  Bushy  Run  Battlefield  Park,  1965;  Robert  Fulton  Birth- 
place, 1966;  and  The  Highlands,  1966.  Cadzow  continued  to  manage 
the  properties  directly  from  his  own  office  just  as  he  had  when  the 
Commission  was  a smaller  organization;  and,  as  their  number  grew, 
it  became  increasingly  difficult  for  the  Executive  Director’s  office  to 
give  sufficient  attention  to  all  their  problems  of  development,  restora- 
tion, and  maintenance.  This  situation  was  not  fully  corrected  until 
a separate  division  for  the  properties  was  created  under  his  successor. 
Dr.  Stevens. 

The  enlargement  of  the  membership  and  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Commission  meant  the  taking  on  of  new  functions,  and  the  new 
Commission  subdivided  itself  into  committees  to  make  sure  that  no 
important  function  would  be  neglected  in  its  formative  period.  Thus, 
R.  N.  Williams  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  headed  a 
committee  to  plan  for  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  State 
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Archives;  A.  Atwater  Kent,  Jr.,  headed  a similar  committee  for  the 
State  Museum;  Thomas  Murphy  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
planning  the  new  marker  program;  and  Charles  G.  Webb  presided 
over  a new  historical  activities  committee. 

In  considering  the  new  relationship  with  the  State  Archives,  all 
realized  that  the  Archives  had  a staff  and  space  which  were  inadequate 
to  its  responsibilities.  In  fact,  the  records  of  the  Commonwealth  were 
still  scattered  and  forever  accumulating.  Diligent  search  in  the  Capitol 
enclave  uncovered  no  new  storage  space  and  it  was  decided  to  rent 
more  room  until  an  .Archives  building  could  be  constructed.  In  the 
meantime,  the  public  records  committee  recommended  that  the 
.Archivist,  Col.  Henry  W.  Shoemaker,  who  was  a former  Chairman  of 
the  Commission,  become  head  of  a folklore  division  in  the  State  His- 
torian’s realm,  and  that  a professional  archivist  be  retained  to  take 
over  the  increasingly  complicated  task  of  assembling  and  establishing 
control  over  the  records.  In  February,  1948,  Henry  How'ard  Eddy, 
who  had  been  .Archivist  of  New  York  and  .Acting  Director  of  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  .Archives  and  History,  became  State  .Archivist 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Under  his  leadership  the  .Archives  not  only  became  once  again  active 
in  gathering  and  preserving  the  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  it 
undertook  to  carry  out  responsibilities  assigned  to  it  for  disposing 
of  surplus  and  useless  records,  functioning  not  only  in  Harrisburg 
at  the  State  offices  but  also  advising  local  government  offices  and  his- 
torical societies,  educational  units,  and  libraries.  Mr.  Eddy  compiled 
and  published  A Guide  to  the  Published  Archives  of  Penrisylvania 
(1949)  with  the  assistance  of  Martha  Simonetti,  and  also  inaugurated 
a series  of  Public  Records  Information  Leaflets  to  aid  researchers  in 
the  use  of  various  types  of  records.  .A  good  start  was  made  in  building 
up  the  professional  staff  by  careful  recruiting  and  training,  but  the 
lack  of  space  still  created  problems. 

The  Commission  began  to  play  a more  significant  role  in  the  writing 
of  history.  The  service  of  Attorney  General  James  H.  Duff  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  bore 
very  significant  fruit.  When  he  was  elected  Governor  to  succeed  Gen- 
eral Martin,  he  continued  to  uphold  the  ideas  he  had  formulated  as 
Chairman  of  the  Commission.  He  had  come  to  realize  that  there  was 
need  of  more  activist  leadership  in  Harrisburg  if  there  ever  was  to  be 
a real  attempt  at  writing  a history  of  the  Commonwealth.  Markers 
and  carefully  protected  historic  shrines  were  not  enough.  Archeological 
excavation  and  historical  leaflets,  even  the  publication  of  historical 
monographs,  were  not  enough.  Scattered  sources,  many  lost,  destroyed, 
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Members  of  the  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  visit  the  Daniel  Boone  Homestead,  a 
historic  property  administered  by  the  Commission,  in  1947.  They  are,  left  to  right,  front  row, 
Charles  J.  Biddle,  Chairman;  Charles  G.  Webb;  A.  Atwater  Kent,  Jr.;  and  R.  Norris  Wil- 
liams, 2d.  Seated  in  rear  are  Thomas  F.  Murphy;  Frances  Dorrance;  and  Edgar  T.  Stevenson. 


or  hidden,  made  the  writing  ol  history  necessarily  difficult  and  dis- 
couraged the  talent  available;  a program  to  gather  scattered  materials 
and  to  encourage  historical  writing  was  essential.  As  Governor,  Duff 
was  able  to  secure  the  appropriation  ol  .|50,()00  to  be  used  for  this 
special  historical  research  program  during  1947-1949,  and  this  ap- 
propriation was  renewed  biennially  tmtil  1956. 

This  appropriation  was  put  to  immediate  use.  A large-scale  survey 
was  launched  to  discover  the  out-of-state  location  ol  source  material 
which  coidd  be  microfilmed.  It  was  known  that,  in  the  careless  days 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  a number  of  documents  had  been  taken 
from  the  State’s  records  and  in  one  way  and  another  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  out-of-state  dejiositories.  In  one  instance  a collector  had 
bought  a miscellaneous  group  at  auction.  When  he  examined  it,  he 
saw  that  the  material  was  part  of  Pennsylvania’s  official  files,  and  so— 
being  jndrlic-sjjiritcd— he  returned  it  to  Harrisburg.  Some  time  later, 
however,  he  was  startled  to  find  the  same  batch  for  sale  again;  he 
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bought  it  and  did  not  return  it.  The  search  lor  source  material  on 
Pennsylvania  history  extended  into  the  western  states  and  into  Canada, 
and  it  sought  not  only  strayed  State  records  but  other  sources  which 
would  help  in  writing  its  history.  It  included  maps  as  well  as  manu- 
scripts. At  the  same  time  the  Commission  microfilmed  extensive  files 
of  Pennsylvania  newspapers  represenling  more  than  lorty  counties  of 
the  State. 

Applications  lor  grants-in-aid  lor  research  projects  in  Pennsylvania 
history  were  invited  and  a committee  set  up  in  co-operation  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  .Association  to  screen  the  projects.  Efforts 
were  made  to  encourage  students  to  work  on  doctoral  theses  in  the 
field  of  the  Commonwealth’s  history.  Guides  to  source  material  and 
research  in  progress,  some  of  which  had  been  projected  in  the  WPA 
days,  were  brought  to  completion.  Dr.  Norman  B.  Wilkinson  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date  ]]'yitings  on  PciDisylvania  History  with  the 
new  title.  Bibliography  of  Pennsylvania  Histoiy.  Summaries  of  State 
history  for  the  years  1947  and  1948  were  prepared  and  published,  as 
well  as  new  volumes  in  the  monograph  group. 

As  the  Commission’s  field  continued  to  expand,  new  lorms  of  or- 
ganization and  operation  had  to  be  developed  to  keep  pace  with  it. 
In  the  early  ’fifties  Charles  J.  Biddle,  who  had  succeeded  Governor 
Duff  as  Chairman  in  1947,  enlisted  the  Pennsylvania  Economy  League 
to  study  the  historical  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  in  general  and 
the  Commission’s  program  and  procedures  in  particular.  In  due  course 
they  submitted  a report,  which  was  carefully  studied.  The  interest 
of  the  legislature  also  became  more  obvious  after  1951,  when  by 
Act  of  Assembly  two  members  of  the  Senate  and  two  members  of  the 
House  were  added  as  legislative  members  of  the  Commission,  bringing 
to  its  counsels  the  sound  advice  and  sincere  interest  of  such  men  as 
Norman  Wood  and  the  late  Israel  Stiefel  and  John  R.  Haudenshield. 
In  1951  the  legislature  even  created  a special  revolving  lund,  the  His- 
torical Preservation  Eiind,  in  which  the  proceeds  from  sales  of  publi- 
cations and  from  admissions  charged  at  some  ol  the  properties  w'ere 
set  aside  for  the  Commission’s  use.  All  these  considerations  meant  that 
in  the  mid-fifties  major  changes  in  operation  and  direction  were 
pending. 
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V 

In  1956  cainc  a reorgani/.alion.  Governor  George  M Leader  re- 
turned Frank  W.  Melvin,  who  hail  been  Ghairman  of  the  seventh 
Historical  Commission,  to  that  post  twenty-two  years  later,  and  con- 
tinued Miss  Dorrance,  d’homas  F.  Murj^hy,  Dr.  John  W.  Oliver,  and 
fames  B.  Stevenson*  Irom  the  previous  Gommission.  Among  the  new 
members  were  Dr.  Matiricc  A.  Mook,  profe,ssor  of  anthropology  at 
Penn  State;  }.  Bennett  Nolan,  well  known  for  his  historical  writing; 
Mrs.  Lawrence  M.  G.  Smith,  long  a generotis  Iriend  to  historical  work; 
anil  Miss  Grace  Rankin,  a school  teacher.  At  this  time  Donald  A. 
Cadzow  ceasetl  to  be  Fxeciitive  Director  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens  was 
named  to  the  position.  Flic  internal  operation  ol  the  Commission 
was  revised.  Its  Itmctions  were  divided  between  two  bureaus,  one  of 
Research,  Publications,  and  Records,  the  other  ol  Museums,  Historic 
Sites  and  Properties.  Tlie  first  of  these  btireatis  was  organized  in  two 
divisions.  Research  and  Ptiblications,  and  Public  Records;  while  the 
second  functioned  in  three.  State  Museum,  Pennsylvania  Farm  Mu- 
seum, and  Historic  Sites  and  Properties.  The  professional  members 
of  the  staff  were  given  civil  service  status  by  order  of  the  Governor 
and  the  Executive  Board,  an  action  later  confirmed  and  made  per- 
manent by  statute.  The  historians,  the  archivists,  and  the  museum 
curators  were  thereafter  to  be  so  classified  and  removed  from  the 
patronage  files.  The  professional  work  of  the  Commission  could  now 
go  on  without  the  interruptions  or  the  apprehension  of  interruption 
which  had  over  the  years  either  broken  or  threatened  to  break  the 
continuity  of  the  Commission  as  administrations  changed.  It  was  now 
possible  to  recruit  and  hold  a more  professional  staff  to  man  the  new 
bureaus.  Dr.  .S.  W.  Higginbotham  tmdertook  to  organize  the  Research, 
Publications,  and  Records  Btireau,  and  Earle  W.  Newton  that  of 
Museums,  Historic  .Sites  and  Properties.  Under  them  a number  of 
staff  with  various  professional  qualifications  were  retained. 

Because  of  this  reorganization  the  Commission  could  now  make 
greater  progress  in  the  direction  of  carrying  out  its  second  major 
charge.  The  law  of  1945  required  that  the  Commission  take  direction 
of  the  State  Musetim  then  placed  under  its  jurisdiction.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  Archives,  a committee  had  been  set  up  within  the  Com- 
mission to  plan  for  managing  this  operation.  This  group  had  made 


* Governor  Duff  appointed  Dr.  Oliver  in  1948  to  fill  a vacancy.  Governor  Fine 
appointed  James  B.  .Stevenson  in  19,52  to  replace  his  father,  the  late  Edgar  T. 
Stevenson. 
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an  excellent  report,  but  the  process  of  implementing  it  had  been  slow. 
It  was  not  until  the  reorganization  ol  1956  and  provision  for  a trained 
professional  staff  under  civil  service  that  an  effective  program  could 
be  carried  out.  riie  rather  atnorphous  museum  operation  was  then 
at  length  transformed.  Its  pattern  was  to  be  that  ol  a general  mitseum 
and  the  newly  constituted  staff  tvas  to  collect,  to  exhibit,  and  to 
make  educational  use  of  what  was  gathered  and  arranged.  new 
degree  of  technical  skill  was  jnescribed.  Improved  methods  ol  catalog- 
ing and  arranging  were  introduced,  and  a technical  force  for  repairing 
and  refreshing  was  established.  The  interests  in  archeology  and  in 
the  growth  of  the  State’s  economic  enterprise  were  to  be  maintained. 
More  effective  efforts  were  made  to  depict  historical  events  through 
dioramas  in  which  life  and  culture  were  exemplified  by  scenes  from 
the  life  of  the  people.  Likewise  there  were  exhibits  of  flora  and  fauna. 
Fine  arts  were  placed  in  the  charge  of  a new  curator,  ami  efforts 
were  made  to  develop  exhibits  by  Pennsylvania  artists.  A curator  of 


The  members  of  the  Commission  visit  Pottsgrove  Mansion,  a historic  property  of  the  Com- 
mission, in  1956.  Left  to  right  ore  James  I.  Wendell,  of  the  Pottstown  Historical  Society; 
Mrs.  Dolores  J.  (Malloy)  Coffey,  of  the  Commission  staff;  Dr.  John  W.  Oliver;  Mrs.  Wendell; 
E.  Gadd  Snyder;  Maurice  A.  Mook;  Frank  W.  Melvin,  Chairman;  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens,  Ex- 
ecutive Director. 
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education  was  appointed  to  develop  the  Museum’s  impact  on  the 
Commonwealth.  Guided  tours,  particidarly  for  school  children,  were 
organized  to  visit  the  halls,  and  staff  lecturers  were  retained.  Exhibits 
were  planned  which  could  be  sent  around  the  State  on  loan.  Special 
material  was  supplied  to  the  blind  who  coidcl  learn  about  it  by 
handling  as  its  nature  was  described.  Concerts,  motion  picture  ex- 
hibitions, ballet  performances  were  also  organized,  and  the  State 
■Museum  began  to  assume  its  proper  role  in  the  representation  of 
Pennsylvania’s  culture  and  historic  past. 

Under  the  direction  ot  Earle  W.  Newton  and  then  of  his  successor, 
William  N.  Richards,  the  new  Bureau  of  Museums,  Historic  Sites  and 
Properties  undertook  a major  development  program  for  the  historic 
properties  to  make  them  more  effective  instruments  for  arousing 
popular  interest  in  Pennsylvania’s  past.  Now  at  last  the  Division  of 
Historic  Sites  and  Properties  could  overcome  the  problems  which  had 
arisen  while  the  Executive  Director  was  their  only  connection  with 
the  Commission  offices;  now  they  had  better  maintenance  service  and 
more  direct  attention  thair  ever  before. 

A system  of  “interpretation”  was  developed  at  an  increasing  num- 
ber of  the  historic  properties.  Reception  centers  were  established  at 
several  of  them.  Guides  were  provided,  models  and  sound  tapes  were 
created,  and  a variety  ot  exhibits  set  up.  A supply  of  literature  was 
pur  on  display  and  distributed,  and  oral  presentations  and,  in  some 
insiances,  visual  displays  provided  in  the  form  of  pictures,  film  strips, 
and  dioramas.  An  orientation  building  was  constructed  at  Pennsbury, 
an  auditorium  at  Drake  W^ell  Park,  and  similar  facilities  for  inter- 
pretation at  Ephrata  and  Boone’s  homestead.  At  the  properties  other 
than  Drake  Well  Park,  which  has  a large  museum  connected  with  it, 
the  museum  operations  consist  of  a limited  number  of  objects  together 
with  pictorial  representations,  prepared  maps,  and  reproductions  of 
documents.  They  are  similar  to  National  Park  Service  reception 
centers.  In  a few  instances  organizations  of  interested  citizens  in  the 
various  localities  were  formed  as  Associates  of  the  property  in  ques- 
tion. The  Associates  aid  by  presenting  dramatic  interpretations,  by 
operating  sales  facilities  for  publications  and  souvenirs,  and  by  assisting 
otherwise  in  the  development  of  the  property. 

A rnajor  achievement  in  the  museum  phase  of  the  Commission’s 
[programming  has  been  the  creation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum 
of  Landis  Valley.  Two  brothers,  George  and  Henry  Landis,  had  made 
their  great  hobby  the  collection  of  farm  furnishings  and  implements 
and  had  turned  their  farm  into  a museum.  The  Oberlaender  Trust 
had  aided  them  by  providing  four  buildings  in  which  to  house  their 
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James  B.  Stevenson,  Chairman  of  the  Commission;  Governor  David  L.  Lawrence;  and  Samuel 
C.  Slaymaker,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies,  turn  the  first 
spade  of  earth  at  the  ground-breaking  for  the  William  Penn  Museum  and  Archives  Building, 
January  23,  1962.  Looking  on,  left  to  right,  are  Hon.  Genevieve  Blatt,  Secretory  of  Internal 
Affairs;  Richmond  P.  Miller,  Secretary,  Friends  William  Penn  Committee,  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting,  Religious  Society  of  Friends;  State  Representative  Norman  Wood  and  John  G.  Carney, 
members  of  the  Commission;  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens,  Executive  Director  of  the  Commission;  and 
State  Representative  Francis  Worley. 


gigantic  and  very  miscellaneous  collection.  In  1953  the  Common- 
wealth acquired  this  vast  assembly  and  the  Commission  was  assigned 
the  task  of  making  it  comprehensible.  The  collections  had  to  be  sorted, 
weeded  out,  and  arranged.  New  buildings  were  constructed,  more  land 
was  secured,  and  the  buildings  thereon  converted  to  museum  use. 
The  area  has  grown  to  more  than  thirty  acres  and  it  is  still  very  much 
in  the  growth  stage.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  more  construction 
and  further  removal  of  original  buildings  to  this  site.  The  object 
is  to  have  a Pennsylvania  Farm  Village  completelv  displayed.  The 
development  of  this  Farm  Museum  has  enabled  the  Commission  to 
undertake  a new'  jjrogram  of  historical  promotion. 

During  these  years  of  larger  horizon  the  Commission  has  continued 
to  work  with  other  historical  agencies  in  the  Commonw'ealth.  It  has 
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Governor  William  W.  Scranton  cements  the  date  stone  of  the  new  Museum  and  Archives 
Building  in  place  at  ceremonies  on  May  20,  1964,  as  James  B.  Stevenson,  left.  Chairman  of 
the  Commission,  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens,  Executive  Director,  look  on. 


continued  to  staff  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies, 
arrange  for  its  meetings,  and  provide  its  secretariat;  and  it  has  con- 
tinued to  co-operate  with  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  in 
research  and  publication  projects.  It  maintained  its  contacts  with  the 
children  in  the  schools,  and  assumed  responsibility  for  encouraging 
the  various  chapters  of  the  Junior  Historians  scattered  over  the  State. 
At  the  Pennsylvania  State  University,  the  Commission  conducted  an- 
nual summer  Institutes  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture,  at  which 
the  interested  public  gathered  for  three  days  of  papers,  discussions, 
and  workshops.  These  Institutes  became  increasingly  popular,  and 
in  1961  they  were  transferred  to  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum  of 
Landis  Valley.  There,  Institute  work  could  be  made  more  meaningful, 
because  it  could  be  carried  on  and  discussed  in  the  midst  of  the  great 
collection  and  re-creation  of  a significant  phase  of  Pennsylvania’s  past. 

New,  more  elaborate,  and  more  effective  procedures  have  been  de- 
veloped to  insure  that  all  forms  of  the  Commission’s  work  could  have 
more  numerous  and  more  efficient  public  service  features.  A director 
of  public  information,  appointed  in  the  Executive  Director’s  office, 
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began  supplying  news  releases  and  special  stories  and  arranging 
television  programs  and  showings  of  Commission  motion  pictures. 

The  Commission  has  endeavored  to  communicate  with  a very  wide 
public.  Its  leaflets,  folders,  and  pamphlets  have  been  widely  dis- 
tributed. Postcards  and  souvenirs  can  be  purchased  at  some  of  the 
properties  and  museums.  Guides  for  reading  as  well  as  research  have 
been  prepared.  Many  more  of  the  general  public,  historians,  writers, 
newsmen,  and  even  school  children  with  themes  to  write,  sought  and 
received  information  from  the  Commission.  No  small  part  of  staff 
effort  is  devoted  to  answering  queries. 

The  modernization  of  the  arrangement  and  organization  of  the 
records  in  the  State  Archives,  which  went  on  apace  in  this  period,  was 
of  great  importance  to  historical  research  and  government  adminis- 
tration. In  accordance  with  the  archival  principle  of  provenance 
used  at  the  National  Archives  and  in  various  European  archives,  the 
records  were  placed  in  record  groups  and  series  corresponding  to 
agencies  and  offices  of  origin,  and  personal  papers  and  historical  manu- 
scripts were  arranged  similarly  in  manuscript  groups.  In  his  1964 
report  on  American  State  Archives,  Dr.  Ernst  Posner  remarked  that 
“This,  in  the  history  of  archives  administration,  is  one  of  the  few  cases 
in  which  an  attempt  to  reconstitute  original  provenance  has  been 
carried  through  without  bogging  down.”  The  herculean  task  of 
planning  and  directing  this  move  to  bring  the  records  under  complete 
archival  control  was  the  work  of  Dr.  Prank  B.  Evans,  who  succeeded 
Mr.  Eddy  as  State  Archivist  in  1961.  With  the  assistance  of  Martha 
Simonetti,  Dr.  Evans  also  prepared  a Summary  Guide  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Archives,  presenting  in  readily  usable  form  the  new 
arrangement  of  the  State’s  records  so  that  they  may  be  easily  located 
and  consulted.  Although  it  is  still  in  process  of  completion,  this  is 
now  available  in  mimeographed  form.  When  the  guide  is  reasonably 
fixed,  so  that  changes  can  be  handled  by  supplements,  it  will  be 
printed.  It  has  been  commended  by  the  Archivist  of  the  United  States 
and  is  another  mark  of  the  State’s  historical  advancement. 

The  Commission’s  series  of  leaflets,  folders,  and  pamphlets  was  re- 
planned and  augmented  by  Dr.  Higginbotham  when  he  assumed  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Research,  Publications,  and  Records,  and 
Donald  H.  Kent  has  expanded  that  work  since  he  succeeded  him. 
Various  research  projects  have  been  completed  and  published,  including 
further  volumes  in  the  series  of  monographs.  Dr.  Wilkinson’s  Bibli- 
ography of  Pennsylvania  History  won  an  award  from  the  American 
Association  for  State  and  Local  History,  as  did  William  Hunter’s 
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Governor  William  W.  Scranton  speaks  before  the  statue  of  William  Penn^  by  Janet  de  Coux 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Museum  and  Archives  Building  on  the  evening  of  October  13,  1965. 


I' arts  on  the  Pennsylvania  Frontier,  1753-1758,  which  was  completed 
in  I960  as  the  first  volume  in  a projected  series  setting  forth  the  results 
ol  research  in  newly  gathered  sources.  Dr.  Paul  A.  W.  Wallace’s 
Indians  in  Pennsylvania  was  a very  successful  popular  work.  Mindful 
of  popular  interest  and  demands,  Stevens’  Pennsylvania  History  in 
Outline,  in  print  since  1942,  was  given  a third  revision.  Several  edi- 
tions of  the  Guide  to  Flistorical  Markers  have  also  been  prepared. 
The  Commission  staff  continued  to  accumulate  microfilm  copies  of 
many  sources  and  a growing  number  of  sources  themselves,  and  re- 
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search  interests  were  promoted  by  the  preparation  and  publication 
of  a Preliminary  Guide  to  the  Research  Materials  on  Pennsylvania 
which  had  thus  been  collected.  As  a service  to  the  historical  societies  a 
List  of  Pennsylvania  Historical  Organizations  was  printed  and  dis- 
tributed. 

The  State  Anthropologist,  John  Witthoft,  has  published  findings 
from  the  active  program  of  archeological  studies  of  Pennsylvania 
Indians.  Between  1955  and  1961,  seven  archeological  sites  were  ex- 
plored, and  at  the  Ibaugh  site  in  Lancaster  County  and  at  the  Sheep 
Rock  Shelter  in  Huntingdon  County,  field  sessions  were  set  up  during 
the  seasons  suitable  for  outdoor  work.  The  finds  were  then  analyzed 
and  cataloged.  As  in  the  historical  field,  the  Commission  co-operated 
closely  with  the  private  organization  devoted  to  the  study  of  Indian 
remains,  the  Society  for  Pennsylvania  Archaeology,  and  with  its  various 
chapters  throughout  the  State. 

The  Commission’s  original  series  of  folders  promoting  the  historic 
properties  was  replaced  by  a more  colorful  and  streamlined  group  of 
historic  property  leaflets.  A leaflet  including  a map  was  prepared  on 
which  all  these  properties  were  located  together  with  information 


The  marble  case  in  which  the  Charter  of  Pennsylvania,  given  by  King  Charles  II  to  William 
Penn,  is  displayed  in  Memorial  Hall  of  the  Museum  and  Archives  Building. 


regarding  accessible  historical  societies.  This  map-guide  folder  was 
called  “The  Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History”  and  together  with  the 
other  folders  was  available  to  visitors  at  the  properties  and  museums. 
This  promotional  material  was  also  distributed  widely  by  mail  and 
through  tourist  agencies. 

The  number  of  the  historic  properties  increased  constantly.  In  1963 
the  legislature  provided  for  submission  to  the  voters  of  a measure 
authorizing  the  acquisition  of  lands  for  recreation  and  for  scenic  and 
historic  preservation.  When  voter  approval  had  been  secured,  Project 
70  became  a fact.  The  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  secured 
appropriations  and  from  these  is  making  money  available  for  the 
purchase  of  historic  sites  for  the  Commission  and,  in  some  instances, 
for  the  acquisition  of  land  to  be  added  to  sites  already  acquired  by 
the  Commission. 

By  this  means  the  Commission  has  begun  the  process  of  acquiring 
the  Robert  Fulton  Birthplace  in  Lancaster  County,  the  Old  Stone 
House  in  Butler  County,  the  Wihnot  House  in  Wayne  County, 
Gallatin’s  home  at  Friendship  Hill  in  Fayette  County,  the  Hughes 


The  planetarium  in  the  new  Museum. 
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House  in  Greene  County,  and  others.  Funds  from  this  source  were 
also  being  used  to  buy  additional  ground  at  the  Pennsylvania  Farm 
Museum  in  Lancaster  County,  Bushy  Run  Battleheld  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Fort  Le  Boeuf  in  Erie  County,  and  Daniel  Boone  Homestead 
in  Berks  County. 

Furthermore,  under  the  terms  of  the  Act,  funds  have  been  set  aside 
to  be  paid  out  as  “matching  funds”  to  aid  political  subdivisions  in 
acquiring  lands  for  recreation,  conservation,  and  historical  purposes. 
Where  the  subdivision  bases  its  request  for  funds  on  “historical  pur- 
poses,” the  request  is  referred  automatically  to  the  Commission  so  that 
the  Commission  can  certify  (or  not)  that  such  lands  are  “of  substantial 
historical  significance”  and  that  their  acquisition  is  “in  accord  with 
an  orderly  and  comprehensive  program  for  the  development  and 
preservation  of  historical  sites  in  the  Commonwealth.” 

Finally,  in  the  case  of  lands  to  be  acquired  by  other  State  agencies 
such  as  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  or  the  Fish  and  Game 
Commissions,  the  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  is  required  to 
comment  upon  such  proposed  acquisitions  before  they  are  submitted  to 
the  State  Planning  Board,  and  any  historical  or  archeological  im- 
portance which  may  be  attached  to  the  sites  must  be  noted  and 
considered.  By  other  recent  legislation  the  Commission  has  been 
empowered  to  certify  as  to  the  authenticity  of  districts  proposed  for 
“historical  zoning”  by  county,  city,  or  local  governments.  Under  the 
terms  of  recent  Federal  legislation  all  plans  for  Pennsylvania  highways 
to  be  built  either  wholly  or  in  part  with  Federal  funds  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commission  for  comment  in  order  that  wanton  destruc- 
tion of  historical  sites  and  buildings  may  be  avoided. 

In  all  these  ways  in  the  years  since  the  reorganization  of  1956  the 
Commission  through  the  new  and  improved  means  placed  at  its  dis- 
posal has  been  able  to  move  ahead  in  its  great  task  of  making  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  aware  of  the  variety  and  richness  of  their 
historical  and  cultural  heritage. 
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VI 

By  a most  happy  turn  of  fate,  the  work  of  this  half  century  of  Com- 
mission endeavor  is  crowned  by  a symbol  newly  created.  The  structure 
of  Pennsylvania  History  was  ready  for  its  capstone,  the  completion  of 
its  image,  in  the  lorm  of  a great  historical  headquarters,  an  archives 
and  museum  building,  as  a memorial  to  William  Penn. 

This  consummation  had  been  dreamed  of  for  years,  particularly 
since  1944.  This  year  was  historically  notable  as  the  occasion  for  a 
widespread  observance  of  the  tercentenary  of  the  birth  of  William 
Penn.  Governor  Martin  began  thinking  of  a suitable  memorial  to  the 
Founder.  So  while  a reorganization  of  the  official  historical  agencies 
of  the  Commonwealth  was  under  consideration  for  the  legislation  of 
1945,  constructive  thought  was  given  to  the  scattered  and  uncontrolled 
mass  of  the  State’s  records,  some  of  which  were  stored  under  one 
of  the  Harrisburg  bridges;  to  the  crowded  conditions  and  inadequate 
facilities  in  the  existing  Museum  building;  and  to  the  lack  of  proper 
quarters  for  historical  research.  Out  of  this  thinking  emerged  the 
concept  of  an  archives  and  museum  building  as  a memorial  to  the 
Founder. 

The  idea  of  proper  housing  lor  the  Archives  was  not  new.  Governor 
Mifflin  had  proposed  it  in  1790.  Governor  [ohnston  had  been  con- 
cerned about  it  as  far  back  as  1851.  The  concept  of  a hall  of  records 
can  be  traced  back  at  least  as  far  as  Governor  Hastings’  regime.  When 
the  eighth  Commission  was  finally  organized  in  1940,  it  took  up  the 
interest.  It  secured  a drawing  of  an  archives  building  from  WPA 
sources  and  began  to  urge  the  construction  of  such  a structure.  Several 
states,  particularly  Maryland  and  Alabama,  had  recently  erected  such 
buildings,  and  the  danger  of  loss  and  destruction  which  threatened  the 
Commonwealth’s  records  continued  to  be  appalling.  One  of  the  first 
undertakings  of  the  new  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  in  1945 
was  to  plan  an  archives  and  museum  building.  Governor  Martin 
secured  legislative  authorization  for  it  as  a William  Penn  Memorial, 
and  the  new  Commission  of  1945  undertook  to  arrange  for  its  con- 
struction. 

A committee  of  the  Commission  was  designated  to  select  an  architect 
and  superintend  the  planning,  but  it  was  to  take  nearly  twenty  years 
before  the  building  was  achieved.  It  was  difficult  to  determine  what 
sort  of  structure  was  required,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  the  appropriation 
was  sufficient  to  build  both  museum  and  archives.  The  State’s  records 
were  so  scattered  and  so  ill-defined  that  it  was  hard  to  calculate  how 
much  space  was  needed  for  them  or  how  such  a building  should  be 
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The  transportation  gallery  of  the  Museum. 


designed.  Inevitably,  the  financial  resources  were  uncertain.  Money 
was  diverted  for  other  State  needs  and  the  idea  and  the  designs  had 
to  be  put  aside  for  the  time  being. 

The  Commission  made  periodic  recommendations  for  its  revival, 
and  in  1952  presented  a special  report  to  the  Governor  which  once 
again  stressed  the  need  for  a Public  Records  and  Museum  Building  in 
the  Capitol  group.  Finally,  in  1957,  again  upon  the  urging  of  the 
Commission,  the  General  State  Authority  provided  the  architectural 
planning  funds  necessary  to  project  such  a structure  and  in  1959 
the  legislature  allocated  the  money.  At  length  after  so  many  post- 
ponements and  disappointments,  ground  was  hnally  broken  on  a 
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January  day  in  1962  by  Governor  Lawrence,  and  in  October,  1964, 
Governor  Scranton  opened  the  doors.  Just  fifty  years  after  the  great 
succession  of  Commissions  began  their  work,  the  point  of  climax  was 
reached  with  the  formal  dedication  of  the  William  Penn  Memorial 
Museum  and  Archives  Building.  Today  the  great  undertaking  is  in 
full  and  effective  operation.  William  Penn  stands  in  the  great  hall 
of  history  of  the  Commonwealth  which  he  so  nobly  dreamed  would  be 
a Holy  Experiment. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  has  developed  with  a sort  of  in- 
exorable logic  toward  a carefully  defined  goal,  which  was  given  official 
formulation  in  1957  as  Preserving  Our  Past:  An  Invest7nent  in  Our 
Future  in  an  illustrated  booklet  of  that  title  which  sounded  a Call 
to  Action.  “Our  accomplishments,  in  terms  of  opportunities,”  the  call 
confessed,  had  been  too  modest.  “We  must  present  this  magnificent 
heritage  in  a more  meaningful  way,  and  to  a larger  audience.  Too 
few  of  our  people  are  aware  of  these  treasures.  Too  few  partake  of  the 
historical  riches  Pennsylvania  offers. 

“We  are  challenged  now  to  complete  the  task,  to  present  this  heritage 
in  the  way  its  importance  warrants,  to  make  our  people  and  the  nation 
aware  of  the  proud  inspiring  story  of  Pennsylvania.”  This  is  Penn- 
sylvania’s “Operation  Heritage”  now  moving  in  such  high  gear,  the 
Commission’s  great  concern. 

This  comprehensive  program  of  “Operation  Heritage,”  the  cumula- 
tion of  half  a century  of  endeavor,  is  designed  to  dramatize  and  to 
impress  upon  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  the  full  measure  of 
their  birthright.  For  Pennsylvania  is  truly  a community  whose  citizens 
share  in  a great  inheritance  made  up»not  only  of  physical  wealth  but 
of  established  values.  It  is  their  shared  possession,  their  common 
wealth.  The  knowledge  and  the  inspiration  rising  from  common 
understanding  of  these  values  are  the  great  defenses  of  the  nation’s 
liberty  and  a most  potent  instrument  to  insure  the  immortality  of 
Democracy. 


42 


The  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission,  1913-1945 

The  First  Commission  (appointed  b\  Goteinoi  John  K.  I'enei) 

William  C.  Sproul,  Chairman 
Hampton  L.  Carson 
William  H.  Stetenson 
Geore;e  P.  Donehoo 
W.  U.  Hensel 

The  Second  Commission  (appointed  by  Gotcinor  Martin  C.  Brumbaugh} 

William  C.  Sproul,  Chairman 
Hampton  L.  Carson 
William  H.  Stevenson 
George  P.  Donehoo 
A.  E.  Sisson 

The  Third  Commission  (appointed  by  Goternor  ^\'illianl  C.  Sproul) 

William  H.  Stevenson.  Chairman 
George  P.  Donehoo 
A.  E.  Sisson 
Hampton  L.  Carson 
William  Perrine 

Charlemagne  Tower  (sticceeding  Wulliam  Perrine) 

The  Fourth  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  Giflord  Pinchot) 

Henry  W.  Shoemaker.  Chairman 
Albert  Cook  Myers 
Mrs.  Frank  B.  Black 
E.  Maclay  Gearhart 
Henry  D.  Paxson 

J.  George  Becht,  ex  officio,  Superiyitendent  of  Public  Instruction 
Francis  B.  Haas,  ex  officio.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (succeeding 
J.  George  Becht,  deceased) 

The  Fifth  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  John  S.  Fisher) 

Henry  AV.  Shoemaker,  Chairman  (succeeded  as  Chairman  b\  William  H. 

Stevenson  and  A.  Boyd  Hamilton) 

Mrs.  Frank  B.  Black 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
E.  Maclay  Gearhart 
Edgar  Fahs  Smith 

John  A.  H.  Keith,  ex  officio.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
John  Baer  Stoudt  (succeeding  Edgar  Fahs  Smith,  resigned) 

William  H.  Stevenson  (succeeding  E.  Maclay  Gearhart,  resigned) 

A.  Boyd  Hamilton  (succeeding  Henry  W.  Shoemaker,  resigned) 

Robert  M.  Ewing  (succeeding  William  H.  Stevenson,  deceased) 

The  Sixth  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  Gifford  Pinchot) 

James  N.  Rule,  ex  officio.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Frank  B.  Black 

Miss  Frances  Dorrance 

Albert  Cook  Myers 

Ross  Pier  Wright 

Charles  Henry  Moon 

The  Seventh  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  George  H.  Earle) 

Frank  W.  Melvin.  Chairman 
Miss  M.  Atherton  Leach 
Ross  Pier  Wright 
Bruce  A.  Hunt 
Paul  W.  Gates 

Lester  K.  ,Ade,  ex  officio.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
Henry  W.  Shoemaker  ('succeeding  Paul  W.  Gates,  resigned) 
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The  Eighth  Cointnission  (appointed  by  Governor  Artluir  H.  James) 

Ross  Pier  ^Vright,  Chainmni 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
Edward  R.  Barnsley 
Gregg  L.  Neel 
Miss  M.  Atherton  Leach 

Francis  B.  Haas,  e.v  officio,  Superinlctidciil  of  Public  I nslrucliou 
Roy  F.  Nichols  (succeeding  Miss  M.  Atheiton  Leach) 

The  Ninth  Commission  (appointed  by  (.overnoi  Ldwaril  Martin)  1943-1945 
Ross  Pier  Wright,  Chairman 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
Edward  R.  Barnsley 
Gregg  L.  Neel 
Stanley  R.  Yarnall 

Francis  B.  Haas,  ex  officio.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical 
and  Museum  Commission,  1945- 

The  First  Commission  (appointed  Ity  Governor  Edward  Martin)  1945-1947 
James  H.  Dull,  Chairman 
Charles  J.  Biddle 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
A,  Atwater  Kent,  Jr. 

Thomas  Murphy 
Edgar  T.  Stevenson 
Charles  G.  Webb 
Richard  Norris  Williams,  2il 

Francis  B.  Haas,  ex  officio.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

The  Second  Commission  (appointed  by  Ciovernor  James  H.  Duff) 

Charles  J.  Biddle,  Chairman 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
A.  Atwater  Kent,  Jr. 

Thomas  Murphy 
Edgar  T.  Stevenson 
Charles  G.  Webb 
Richard  Norris  Williams,  2d 
John  W.  Oliver 

Francis  B.  Haas,  ex  officio,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

The  Third  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  John  S.  Fine)  * 

Charles  J.  Biddle,  Chairman 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
A.  Atwater  Kent,  Jr. 

Thomas  Murphy 
John  W.  Oliver 
Edgar  T.  Stevenson 
Charles  G.  Webb 
Richard  Norris  Williams,  2<1 

Francis  B,  Flaas,  ex  officio,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
James  B.  Stevenson  (succeeding  Edgar  T.  Stevenson) 

Lambert  Cadwalader 

Leroy  E.  Chapman,  Senator 

John  R,  Handcnshield,  Representative 

Israel  Stiefel,  Senator 

Norman  Wood,  Representalwe 


“ Except  for  the  legislative  members,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  President  pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate. 
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The  Fourth  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  George  M.  Leader)* 

Frank  \V.  Melvin,  Chairman 
Miss  Frances  Dorrance 
Maurice  A.  Mook 
Thomas  F.  Murphy 
J.  Bennett  Nolan 
John  \V.  Oliver 
Miss  Grace  A.  Rankin 
Mrs.  Lawrence  M.  C.  Smith 
James  B.  Stevenson 

Charles  H.  Boehm,  e.v  officio,  'superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

Lerov  E.  Chapman,  Senator 

E.  Gadd  Snider,  Representative 

Israel  Stiefel,  Senator 

Norman  Wood,  Representative 

The  Fifth  Commission  (appointed  b>  Governor  David  L.  Lawrence)  * 

Frank  W.  Melvin,  Chairman  (succeeded  as  Chairman  by  James  B.  Stetenson) 

James  B.  Stevenson 

John  G.  Carney 

Leon  J.  Kennedy 

Maurice  A.  Mook 

J.  Bennett  Nolan 

John  W.  Oliver 

Miss  Grace  A.  Rankin 

Mrs.  Lawrence  M.  C.  Smith 

Charles  H.  Boehm,  ex  officio,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

Leroy  E.  Chapman,  Senator 

J.  Dean  Polen,  Representative 

Israel  Stiefel,  Senator 

Norman  Wood,  Representative 

Gilbert  Cassidv  (succeeding  Frank  \V.  Melvin,  deceased) 

The  Sixth  Commission  (appointed  by  Governor  William  ^V.  Scranton)  * 

James  B.  Stevenson,  Chairman 
Herman  Blum 
Edwin  B.  Coddington 
Ralph  Hazeltine 
Mrs.  Feme  Smith  Hetrick 
Mrs.  Henry  P.  Hoffstot,  Jr. 

Maurice  A.  Mook 
Charles  W.  Webb 
Thomas  Elliott  W’ynne 

J.  R.  Rackley,  ex  officio,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
James  Kepler  Davis,  Representative 
Paul  W.  Mahadv,  Senator 
J.  Dean  Polen,  Representative 
John  H.  Ware,  III,  Senator 


° Except  for  the  legislative  members,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  President  pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate. 
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Publications  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission,  1913-1945 


First  Report  of  the  Pennsxhxniia  Historirat  Cotumission.  Laniaster.  1915.  41  pp. 
llhi.s.  (Reprinted  1964.) 

Second  Report  of  the  Petuisylvrniiri  Hislorirril  C.oin )nission . 1918.  177  pp.  Map, 

illus. 

Third  Report  of  the  Pennsyh'tuiia  Historical  Coiiuiiission.  1922.  52  pp.  Illus. 

Marking  the  Historic  Sites  of  Early  Pennsylvania.  Fourth  Report  of  the  Penn 
sylvania  Historical  Commission.  Harrislnirg,  1926.  88  pp.  Maps,  illus. 

(General  John  Sullivan’s  Indian  F.x pedition . 177^.  Harrisburg,  1929.  Map  with 
illus.  26"  X 20". 

Official  Program  of  Pennsylvania  Sesqui-Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Sullivan- 
Clinton-Iirodhead  Expedition,  1929.  Harrisburg.  [16  pp.]  Maps,  illus. 

Max  Schrabiscli.  .irchaeology  of  Delaware  River  Talley  Between  Hancock  and 
Dingman's  Ferry  in  ITayn-  and  Pike  Counties.  (“Publications  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Commission.”  Yol.  I ) Harrisbtirg.  1980.  vii  — 181  pp. 
Maps,  illus.,  index. 

Fifth  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  1931.  [1931.]  126  pp. 

Charts,  diagram,  illtis.  Includes  bibliogiaphy  of  the  .Sullivati  Expedition  and 
reports  of  the  Clcmson  Mound  and  the  Rook  s Mound. 

Frank  C.  .Spetk.  A Study  of  the  Delaware  Indian  Big  House  Ceremony.  ("Publica- 
tions of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,”  Vol.  11.)  1931.  192  pp.  Illus. 

Mary  Kirk  .Spence.  William  Pen)],  ,4  Bibliography:  A Tentative  List  of  Publications 
About  Him  and  His  Work.  (“Bulletin  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Com- 
mission,” No.  I.)  1932.  19  pp. 

Pennsylvania  Bibliography:  .irticles  Published  by  Societies  Belonging  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Federation  of  Historical  Societies.  (“Bulletin  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission,”  No.  2.)  Harrisburg,  1933.  102  pp. 

Donald  Cad/ovv.  Petroglyphs  [Rock  Can'ing.'i]  itt  the  Susquehanna  River  near 
Safe  Harbor,  Pennsylvania.  (“Publications  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Com- 
mission.” Vol.  HI.  “.Safe  Harbor  Report,”  No.  1.)  Harrisburg,  1934.  59  pp. 
Maps,  diagrams,  illus. 

Albert  Cook  Myers,  William  Penn:  A Radio  .4ddress.  (“Btdletin  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Historical  Commission,”  No.  3.)  1934, 

Donald  .A.  Cadzow.  Archaeological  Studies  of  the  Susquehannock  Indians  of 
Pennsylvania.  (“Publications  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,” 
Vol.  HI.  “Safe  Harbor  Report,”  No.  2.)  Harrisburg,  1936.  217  pp.  Maps, 
charts,  diagrams,  illus.,  index. 

Pennsyhiania  Beginnings  in  the  Colony  of  Slew  Sweden:  Remarks  by  Honorable 
C.  Hale  Sipe,  I.itt.D.,  Before  the  Pennsylvania  Senate,  April  13,  1937.  [9  pp.] 

Sixth  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  1931-1934.  Harrisburg, 
1937.  49  pp,  llltis. 

S.  K.  Stevens  (comp.).  Brief  History  of  the  Colonization  of  New  Sweden  Thereby 
Establishing  the  Foinidation  of  Pennsylvania.  Harrisburg,  1937.  12  pp.  Illus. 

J.  M.  Wilkoff.  United  States  Constitution  Celebration,  1787 -1937 : A One-Act  Play. 
(With  the  Works  Progress  .\dministration.)  [1937.]  26  pp. 

United  States  Constitution  Celebration,  1878-1937:  The  Story  of  Independence  Hall. 
(With  the  Works  Progress  Administration.)  [1937.]  4 pp.  Bibliography. 

,\rthur  C.  Bitting.  Pennsyh'ania  Iron  Manufacture  in  the  Eighteenth  Century. 
Harrisburg,  1938.  227  pp.  Illus.,  bibliography,  index. 

Coyistitution  Bibliography:  Selected  Reading  Eist  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  for  Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools.  Harrisburg,  1938.  14  pp. 

Mary  Butler.  Three  Archaeological  Sites  in  Somerset  County.  Pennsylvania.  (“[De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction!  Bulletin,”  No.  753.)  Harrisburg,  1939.  79  pp. 
Map,  charts,  diagrams,  illus.,  bibliography,  index. 


This  checklist  of  Commission  ptihlications  was  compiled  by  James  P.  O’Brien. 
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Conserving  Pennsylvania’s  Historic  Past.  ("Depai  tnient  of  I’ublic  Instruction 
Bulletin,"  No.  773.  "[Historical]  Coininission  Btilletin."  No.  3.)  Harrisliurg, 
1939.  21  pp.  Illtts. 

Margaret  Sherburne  Eliot  and  Sylvester  K.  Stevens  (eds.)  . (.uiilc  to  .Depositoi  i(  s 
of  Manuscript  Collections  in  Pennsylvania.  (■'[Dcpartmenl  of  Public  Instrtic- 
tion]  Btilletin,"  No.  774;  "Historical  Coininission  Bulletin,"  No.  4.)  Harris- 
burg, 1939.  vi— 126  pp.  Index. 

The  Expedition  of  Baron  De  I.ongueuil.  Harrisburg,  1939:  second  edition,  1941, 
[iv]— 17  pp.,  ininieographed.  Maps, 

Penmylvania  in  History.  ("[Department  of  Publii  1 nsti tiction j Btilletin,"  No,  77ti. 
"Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  Bulletin,"  No.  6.)  Hai i isbtirg,  1939.  18 

pp. 

Manual  for  Historical  n'ork.  Harrisburg,  1940.  31  pp.,  mimeographed.  Prepared 
bv  Donald  H.  K,ent. 

Frank  Melvin.  " Fbe  Romance  of  the  Pennsbury  Manoi  Restoration."  13  pp. 
(Also  isstied  in  stiff  paper  cover,  I I pp.)  Reprinted  from  Pennsyhuinia  History, 
Vol.  VII,  No.  3,  July,  1940. 

Sylvester  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent  (eds.).  Ehe  journal  of  Chaussegros  dc 
l.ery,  l7M-5^.  ("Northwestern  Pennsylvania  Historical  .Series.")  Harrisburg, 
194(1.  118  pp..  mimeographed.  Maps,  illtts.,  index. 

Sylvester  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent  (eds.).  The  J'enango  I rail.  ( North- 
western Pennsylvania  Historical  Series.")  Harrisbtirg,  1940.  40  pp.,  mimeo- 
graphed. Maps. 

Sylvester  K.  Stevens,  Donald  H.  Kent,  and  Leo  |.  Roland  (eds.)  . The  Papers  of 
Colonel  Heiiry  Bouquet.  Harrisburg,  1940-1943.  [19  vols.],  mimeographed. 
Indices. 

Summary  of  Report  on  Excavations  by  the  Erontier  Eorts  and  Trails  Survey  on 
the  Site  of  Fort  Le  Boeuf.  Harrisburg,  1940.  6 pp.,  mimeographed. 

Paul  H.  Giddens.  The  Beginnings  of  the  Petroleum  Inilustry:  Sources  and  Bibli- 
ography. Harrishtirg,  1941.  vii— 195  pp.  Ulus.,  index. 

Manual  for  Newsfwper  Transcrijytion.  Harrisbtirg.  1941.  29  pp..  mimeographed. 
Prepared  bv  S.  K.  Stevens. 

Properties  Leaflets.  These  were  small  eight-page  leaflets,  each  describing  a property 
administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission.  They  included  the 
following; 

Fort  Augusta:  Frontier  Stronghold  of  Pennsylvania,  Built  1756.  1941.  Map,  illtts. 
Old  Economy:  Third  and  Last  Home  of  the  Harmony  Society.  1941.  Map,  illus. 
Pennsbury  Manor:  The  Re-Created  Home  of  William  Penn.  1941.  Map,  illus. 
Cornwall  Furnace:  Historical  Charcoal  Iron  Furnace,  Operated  from  1742  to 
1883.  1942.  Illus. 

Daniel  Boone  Homestead:  Birthplace  of  Daniel  Boone,  November  2,  1734. 
1942.  Map,  illus. 

Fphrata  Cloister:  Home  of  Unusual  Religious  Community.  1942.  Map,  illus. 
The  Flagship  Niagara:  Vessel  in  which  Perry  ll'o?i  the  Battle  of  Fake  Erie, 
September  10,  1813.  1942.  Map,  illus. 

(Governor  Printz  Park,  John  Morton  Homestead : Memorials  of  the  Swedish 
Contribution  to  Pennsylvania.  1942.  Map,  illus. 

Clatide  E.  Schaeffer  and  Leo  J.  Roland  (eds.)  . A Partial  Bibliography  of  the 
Archaeology  of  Pennsylvania  and  Adjacent  States.  Harrisburg.  1941.  [iv]— 46 
pp.,  mimeographed. 

Sylvester  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent  (eds.)  . Wilderness  Chronicles  of  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  Harrisburg,  1941.  xix— 342  pp.  llltis.,  index,  bibli- 
ography. 

Sylvester  K.  Stevens,  Donald  H.  Kent,  and  Emma  Edith  Woods  (eds.)  . T ravels  in 
New  France  by  J.  C.  B.  Harrisburg,  1941.  xiv— 167  pp.  Illus.,  index. 

Robert  L.  Brtinhotise.  The  Counter-Revolution  in  Pennsylvania.  1776-1790.  Har- 
risburg, 1942.  viii— 368  pp.  Maps,  bibliography,  index. 

The  Fight  for  Free  Schools  in  Pen/isylvaJiia.  Harrisburg.  1942.  14  pp..  mimeo- 

graphed. Prepared  by  Donald  H.  Kent. 

Oliver  S.  Heckman  (comp.).  What  to  Read  About  Pennsylvania.  Harrisbtirg,  1942. 
vi— 97  pp.  Index. 
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Lincoln  in  Pennsylvania.  Harrisburg,  1942.  8 pp.,  mimeographed.  Prepared  by 
Donald  H.  Kent. 

Pennsylvania  and  the  Federal  Union.  1942.  16  pp.,  mimeographed.  Prepared  by 

Donald  H.  Kent. 

"Pennsylvania— Keystone  of  Democracy"  historical  releases.  [1942-1944].  These 
were  short  articles  cotering  a \ariety  of  special  topics  in  Pennsylvania  histoi). 
Originally  prepared  as  newspaper  releases,  they  were  later  mimeographed  ami 
made  available  for  use  in  programs,  talks,  and  teaching. 

"Pennsylvania— Keystone  of  Democracy”  radio  scripts.  [1942-1944].  These  were 
mimeograitheii  scripts  of  fifteen-minute  dramatizations  of  Pennsylvania  history. 
They  were  likewise  made  available  to  schools  and  clubs  as  program  material. 
Pennsylvania  Social  Studies  Bibliography.  Harrisburg.  1942.  11  pp.,  mimeographed. 
Frank  G.  Speck.  The  Tutelo  Spirit  Adoption  Ceremony:  Reclothing  the  Living  in 
the  Xante  of  the  Dead,  and  George  Herzog.  Transcriptions  and  Analysis  of 
Tutelo  Music.  Harrisburg,  1942.  xix  — 12.')  pp  Ulus.,  index. 

Sylvester  K.  Ste\en,s.  Pettnsylvania  History  and  Morale.  Harrisburg,  1942.  ii— 10  pp. 
S.  K.  Stevens.  Pennsylvania  History  iit  Outline.  Harrisburg,  1942.  iii— 32  pp. 
Sylvester  K.  Stevens.  Some  Pennsylvania  Leaders.  Harrisburg,  1942.  16  pp. 

Gladys  Tantaquidgeon.  A Study  of  Delaware  Indian  Medicine  Practice  and  Folk 
Belief.  Harrisburg,  1942.  91  pp. 

War  History  Manual.  Harrisburg,  1942.  11  pp.,  mimeographed. 

Washington  in  Pennsylvania.  1942.  28  pp.,  mimeographed.  Prepared  by  Sylvester 
K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent. 

jyilliani  Penn  the  Founder  of  Pennsylvattia.  1942.  22  pp..  mimeographed.  Pre- 
pared by  Sylvester  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent. 

How  the  Pettnsylvania  Historical  Contntission  Serves  the  Public.  Harrisburg.  1943. 
20  pp.  Prepared  by  D.  H.  Kent. 

Pettnsylvattia’s  First  Year  at  War.  Decentber  7.  1 94 TDeceinber  7.  1942.  Harrisburg, 

1943.  ix— 100  pp.  Index. 

,4  Checklist  of  Pennsylvania  Xewspapers.  Fol.  I,  Philadelphia  County.  Harrisburg, 

1944.  xiii— 323  pp. 

Let’s  Presenie  Penn.sylvania’s  Mar  Record.  Harrisburg,  1944.  6 pp.  Prepared  by 
S.  K.  Stevens. 

Remember  William  Penn,  1644-1944.  Harrisburg.  1944;  second  edition,  1945.  xvii— 
251  pp.  Ulus.,  bibliography,  index.  Includes  4Villiam  Penn,  Some  Fruits  of 
Solitude,  paged  separately,  vi— 78  pp. 

Publications  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
and  Museum  Commission,  1945-1966 

\rthur  C.  Pining,  Robert  L.  Brunhouse,  and  Norman  B.  Wilkinson.  Writings  on 
Pennsylvania  History:  A Bibliography.  Harrisburg,  1946.  xxxviii— 565  pp.  Index. 
Dedication  of  Hall  of  Trophies.  1946.  [11  pp.]  Ulus. 

Pennsylvania  at  War,  1941-194‘t.  Harrisburg.  1946.  iv— 63  pp.  Ulus. 

Properties  Leaflets.  The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  con- 
tinued those  leaflets  issued  by  the  old  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission, 
adding  two  more  in  the  same  series,  as  follows: 

Drake  Well  Memorial  Park:  Birthplace  of  the  Petroleum  Industry,  August 
27,  18‘>9.  Harrisburg,  1946.  8 pp.  Ulus. 

Pottsgrove.  Harrisburg,  1953.  8 pp.  Ulus. 

Subse(|uently,  leaflets  of  four  larger  pages  were  issued  for  two  properties  as  follows: 
Old  Econotny:  Third  atid  Last  Home  of  the  Harntony  Society.  Harrisburg, 
1954.  Map.  illus. 

Conrad  Weiser  Park.  Harrisburg,  1956.  Ulus.  Text  by  Paul  W.  Wallace. 
S.  K.  Stevens.  Penttsylvania  History  iit  Otttlitte.  Second  edition,  Harrisburg,  1946. 
38  pp. 

The  William  Penn  Fercentenary  Committee.  Tributes  to  William  Penn:  A Ter- 
cetttenary  Record.  1644-1944.  Harrisburg,  1946.  xii— 128  pp.  Por. 
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Paul  H.  Giddens  (ed.)  • Pennsylvania  [Petroleum,  17^0-1872:  A Documentary 
History.  Titusville,  HI47.  x\— 420  pp.  Maps,  illus.,  index. 

fames  Weston  l.i\  ingood.  The  Philndelphia-Baltimore  Trade  Rix’alry.  Harrisbtirg, 

1947.  \ii— 19,5  pp.  Maps,  bibliography,  index. 

.Sylvester  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent.  Tonsen'iny;  Penn.wivania’.s  Historical 
Heritage.  Harrisburg,  1947.  04  pp.  Ulus. 

S.  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent  ieds.)  . County  Coxiernnient  and  .-Irchives  iii 
Pennsylvania.  Harrisbtirg,  1947.  x— 570  pp.  Index. 

Harold  E.  Dickson.  .4  Working  Bibliography  of  .Art  in  Pennsylvania.  Harrisburg, 

1948.  iv— 148  pp.,  mimeographed. 

Cuide  to  the  Historical  Markers  of  Penn.sylx'ania.  Harrisburg,  1948.  iv— 90  pp. 
Ulus.,  index. 

Donald  H.  Kent.  rite  Erie  4V'ar  of  the  C.atiges.  ” 24  pp.  Reprinted  from  Penn- 
sylvania History.  \'ol.  X\’.  No.  4,  October.  1948. 

S.  K.  Stevens  and  Norman  15.  Wilkinson.  Pennsylxiania . 1947 . a Suii’ey.  Harrisburg, 

1948.  xi— 73  pp.  Ulus. 

('..  A.  W'eslager.  The  Xanticoke  Indians:  .4  Refugee  Tribal  Croup  of  Pennsylvania. 
Harrisburg,  1948.  vi— 159  pp.  Maps,  illtis.,  index. 

Henry  Howard  Eddv.  Cuide  to  the  Published  Archives  of  Penn.sylvania.  Harrisburg, 

1949.  V— 101  pp.  Bibliography,  index. 

"Historic  Pennsyhania  Leaflets."  These  are  four-page  (exceptions  noted)  leaflets 
focusing  on  particular  aspects  of  Pennsvlvania's  history.  As  of  1906  they 
included  the  following: 

The  Pennsylvania  Canals.  (■"Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,"  No.  1.)  Harrisburg, 
1949:  revised  editions,  1953  and  1957.  Map,  illus.  Text  bv  Hubertis  M. 
Cummings:  sketches  bv  Guy  Colt. 

.Anthony  Waytie:  Man  of  .Action.  ('"Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  2.) 
Harrisburg,  1950:  revised  edition.  1958.  Illus,  Text  by  Donald  H.  Kent; 
sketches  bv  Guv  Colt. 

.Stephen  Foster:  .Maker  of  .American  .Songs.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,” 
No.  3.)  Harrisburg,  1950;  revised  edition,  1959.  Illus.  Text  by  Joseph  T. 
Kingston;  sketches  bv  Guy  Colt. 

The  Pennsylvania  Rifle.  ( "Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  4.)  Harrisburg, 
1951.  Illus.  Text  by  Norman  B.  Wilkinson. 

The  Conestoga  Wagon.  ( "Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  5.)  Harrisburg, 
1951.  Illus.  Text  by  Norman  B.  Whlkinson;  sketches  by  Guv  Colt. 

The  Fight  for  Free  Schools  in  Pennsylvania.  ("’Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,” 
No.  6.)  Harrisburg,  1951.  Illus.  Text  by  Donald  H.  Kent;  sketches  by 
Guy  Colt. 

Thaddeus  Stevens:  Champion  of  Freedom.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,” 
No.  7.)  Harrisburg,  1951.  Illus.  Text  by  Norman  B.  5Vhlkinson;  sketches 
by  Guy  Colt. 

Pennsylvania’s  State  Houses  and  Capitols.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,” 
No.  8.)  Harrisburg,  1953.  Illus.  Text  by  Hubertis  M.  Cummings. 
Harrisburg:  Pennsylxiania’s  Capital  City.  ( "Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,"’  No. 

9.)  Harrisburg,  1953.  Illus.  Text  by  Hubertis  M.  Cummings. 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Federal  Constitution.  ( "Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,” 
No.  10.)  Harrisburg,  1953.  Illus.  Text  by  Donald  H.  Kent. 

Norman  B.  Wilkinson.  ".Ksvltim  for  a Queen."  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,” 
No.  11.)  Harrisburg,  1952.  5 pp.  Illus.  Reprinted  from  American  Heritage, 
Summer.  1952.  (Second  edition.  .Asylum  for  a Queen  (French  Azilum.  Brad- 
ford County),  Harrisburg,  1955,  4 pp.,  with  map  and  illus.;  third  edition. 
Asylum  for  a Queen,  Harrisburg,  1957,  4 pp.,  with  map  and  illus.) 

John  .A.  Hostetler.  "The  .Amish  in  American  Culture.”  ("Historic  Penn- 
sylvania Leaflet,”  No.  12.)  Harrisburg,  1952.  5 pp.  Illus.  Reprinted  from 
.American  Heritage,  Summer,  1952.  (Revised  editions,  Harrisburg,  1956 
and  1962,  4 pp.,  with  illus.) 

Young  Washington  in  Pennsylvania.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  13.) 
Harrisburg.  1953.  Illus.  Text  by  Donald  H.  Kent. 
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Xorman  B.  Wilkinson.  "Ole  Bull’s  New  Xorwav."  ("Historic  Pennsylvania 
Leaflet,”  No.  14.)  Harrisburg,  1953.  Ulus.  Reprinted  from  American 
Heritage.  Winter,  1953.  (Revised  edition,  Harrisburg.  1962,  abridged  by 
Irwin  Richman,  with  illus.) 

Donald  H.  Kent.  "Henrv  Bouquet."  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  15.) 
Ulus.  Reprinted  from  American  Heritage,  Spring,  1953.  (Revised  edition, 
Henry  Bouc/uct  and  Pemisyhiania , Harrisburg,  1961,  with  illus.) 

The  Expedition  of  Baron  de  Longueuit.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No. 

16.)  Harrisburg.  1953.  Illus.  Text  bv  Donald  H.  Kent. 

Armstrong's  Victory  at  Kittarining.  ("Historic  Penn.sylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  17.) 

Harrisburg,  1956.  Map.  illus.  Text  by  William  .A.  Hunter. 

Benjamin  Franklin.  ("Historic  Pennsvlvania  Leaflet,”  No.  18.)  Harrisburg, 
1956.  Illus.  Text  by  Norman  B.  AVilkinson. 

The  Allegheny  Portage  Railroad.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  19.) 
Harrisburg,  1957.  Map,  illus  Text  bv  Hubertis  M.  Cummings;  sketches 
by  Julia  Smith  McMillan. 

Abraham  Lincoln  in  Pemi.syh’ania.  ("Historic  Pennsvlvania  Leaflet,”  No.  20.) 

Harrisburg,  1959.  Illus.  Text  bv  S.  K.  Stevens;  sketch  by  Jeanne  Benson. 
Edwin  L.  Drake  n?id  the  Birth  of  the  Petroleum  Industry.  ("Historic  Penn- 
sylvania Leaflet,”  No.  21.)  Harrisburg.  1959.  Text  by  Paid  H.  Giddens; 
sketches  by  Guy  B.  Colt. 

Painting  in  Pennsylvania.  T'ol.  I,  the  Province  and  Early  Commonwealth. 
( "Historic  Pennsvlvania  Leaflet.”  No.  22.)  Harrisburg,  I960,  6 pp.  Illus. 
Text  by  Harold  E.  Dickson. 

Painting  in  Pennsyh'anin.  J'ol.  H,  Si}ice  the  Eighteen-Thirties.  (“Historic 
Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  23.)  Harrisburg,  1960.  6 pp.  Illus.  Text  by 
Harold  E.  Dickson. 

The  Walking  Purchase.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  24.)  Harrisburg, 
1961.  Illus.  Text  by  William  .A,  Hunter;  sketches  by  AAblliam  Rohrbeck. 
Albert  Gallatin:  Master  of  Finance.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  25.) 

Harrisburg,  1962.  Texi  by  Irwin  Richman;  sketches  by  William  Rohrbeck. 
William  Penn  in  Pennsyhiania.  ("Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  26.) 

Harrisburg,  1965.  Illus.  Text  by  Paul  A.  W.  AVallace  and  James  P.  O’Brien. 
Conrad  Weiser:  Holder  of  the  Heavens.  ( "Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No. 

27.)  Harrisburg,  1965.  Map,  illus.  Text  by  Paul  .\.  W.  AA^allace. 

James  Buchanan.  (“Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflet,”  No.  28.)  Harrisburg,  1966. 
Illus.  Text  bv  Gail  M.  Gibson. 

S.  K.  Stevens.  "’The  Biennial  Historical  .Activities  of  tne  Pennsylvania  Historical 
and  Museum  Commission.”  II  pp.  Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania  History, 
Vol.  X'VL  No.  1,  January,  1949. 

S.  K.  Stevens  and  Donald  H.  Kent.  Pennsylvania  Sources  in  Various  Western 
Depositories:  A Preliminary  Checklist.  Harrisburg,  1949.  37  pp.,  mimeographed. 
Stevenson  Whitcomb  Fletcher.  Pennsylvania  Agriculture  and  Country  Life,  1640- 
1840.  Harrisburg,  1950.  xiv— 605  pp.  Maps,  illus.,  bibliographical  essay,  index. 
Donald  H.  Kent.  "Preserving  Pennsylvania's  Historical  Heritage  Photographically.” 

15  pp.  Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania  History,  Vol.  XVIL  No.  4,  October,  1950. 
Max  Rosenberg.  The  Building  of  Perry’s  Fleet  on  Lake  Erie.  Harrisburg,  1950. 
viii— 72  pp.  Maps,  por. 

S.  K.  Stevens  and  Norman  B,  Wilkinson.  Pennsylvania,  1948,  a Survey.  Harrisburg, 
1950.  viii— 121  pp.  Illus. 

Harry  M.  Tinkcom.  Republicans  and  Federalists  in  Pennsylvania,  1790-1801.  Har- 
risburg, 1950.  viii— 154  pp.  Por.,  bibliography,  index. 

.Norman  B.  Wilkinson.  "Checklist  of  Pennsylvania  Historv  Magazines.”  8 pp. 

Reprinted  from  Pennsyhiania  History,  Vol.  XVIL  No.  4,  October,  1950. 

John  Witthoft.  " The  History  and  Pre.sent  Status  of  Pennsylvania  .Archeology.” 
(“Reprints  in  .Anthropology  from  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission.”  No.  2.)  9 pp.  Reprinted  from  Proceedings  of  the  American 

Philosophical  Society,  Vol.  XCIV,  No.  3,  June,  1950. 

John  W'itthoft.  "Notes  on  Pennsylvania  Fluted  Points.”  6 pp.  Illus.  Reprinted 
from  Penn.sylvania  Archaeology  Bulletin,  Vol.  XX,  Nos.  3-4,  July-December, 
1950. 
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Arthur  C.  Bining.  "Early  Ironmasters  o£  Pennsylvania."  13  pp.  Reprinted  from 
Pennsylvania  Hisloiy,  Vol.  XVIII.  No.  2,  .\pril.  19.51. 

Melville  ].  Boyer.  "Pennsylvania  History:  A Seventeen-lndi  .Shelf.  .\.  Suggestion 
to  Teachers  of  Pennsylvania  History."  8 pp.  Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania 
History,  Vol.  XVIII.  No.  3,  July,  1951. 

Hubertis  M.  Cummings.  " fames  D.  Harris,  Canal  Engineer:  Notes  on  His  Papers 
and  Related  Canal  Papers."  15  pp.  Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania  History, 
\'ol.  XVIII,  No.  1.  January,  1951. 

LeRov  B.  DePuy.  "The  Walnut  Street  Prison:  Pennsylyania's  First  Penitentiary." 

16  pp.  Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania  History.  \oi.  XVIII.  No.  2.  .Apiil,  1951. 

William  N.  Fenton  and  John  5Vitthoft.  "Iroquois  Anthropology  at  the  Mid-Cen- 
turv.”  ("Reprints  in  Anthropology  from  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission,"  No.  3.)  26  pp.  Bibliography.  Reprinted  fiom  Pio- 
ceedins,s  of  the  Aineriran  Philosophical  Society,  Vol.  XC\  . No.  3,  June,  1951. 

Guy  Fregault.  "The  Epoch  of  the  Belle  Riviere.'  14  pp.  Por.  Reprinted  from 
Pennsylvania  History,  Vol.  XVIII,  No.  3,  Julv.  1951. 

William  .\.  Hunter.  "Provincial  Negotiations  with  the  Western  Indians,  1754- 
58.”  8 pp.  Reprinted  from  Pennsylvania  History,  Vol.  XVHII,  No.  3,  Julv,  1951. 

[.etters-Patent  Restorins;  to  William  Penn  the  Administration  and  Government  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  August  20,  1694.  Harrisburg,  1951.  3 pp.. 
mimeographed. 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission , 194^19^0.  [19:)1.]  24  pp., 
mimeographed.  Charts. 

Catherine  L.  Reiser.  Pittsburgh’s  Commercial  Development,  1 800-1850.  Harris- 
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